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Our friends and well-wishers at home 
will doubtless read interest the 
Report on the Sanitary condition of 
Shanghai recently published by Dr. 
| Jamieson. For our own part, we must 
express a decided opinion that the views 
contained in this docament are extreme, 
and calculated to mislead those who do 
not possess a personal knowledge of 
the settlement and its surroundings. 











Paice, Tis. 12 # An. 


‘We tremble for the effect which such 
8 catalogue of horrors may have on 
enxious mothers in England, and con- 
fess to feelings of no small anxiety 
lest Lifo Insurance Companies, in con- 
templation of the gloomy picture so gra- 
hically painted by Dr. Jamieson, may 
Fesitate for the future to accept that 
additional premiam which they have 
hitherto cousidered sufficient, bat which 
we, with somo show of reason wo im- 
agined, had hitherto regarded as an 
excessive exaction. It is really sad 
to discover for the first time that 
our model settlement, as we proudly 
termed it, is after all a sepulchre, 
very inefficiently white-washed, where 
the elements of death and disease 
ound, infesting and poisoning earth, 
air and water slike; and. wo can 
not avoid ‘noticing what a famous op- 
tunity i¢ now afforded for a Noble 
ake, to point a moral and adorn a tale, 
in skewing how neglect of physical 
laws goes hand in hand with moral de- 
radation, and continues to render 
Shanghai’ that sink which he has al- 
ready affirmed it to be. 
wr all, however, the chief sufferers 
by this report are the ‘Masicipsl off 
cials who, under the names of Watch 
Committee, Nuisance Tuspectors, and 
medical officers, must henceforth be beld 
up to public execration, as having allow- 
ed Dez Jamieson to be’ the first to dis. 
cover and expose evila against which it 
was their duty to warn and protect the 
public. We shall expect soon to bear 
theso gentlomen speak in their own do- 


























* | fence, but in the meantime must proceed, 


to say something seriously, in support 
of the opinions which we have s0 de- 
cidedly expressod, in the first sentence 
of article. 

It is doubtless tru that here, as in 
all newly created and rapidly growing 
Eastern towns, there is always plenty of 
work for the Sanitary reformer, and it 
does not require much medical skill to 
point out where such work is required, 
and how it sbould be carried on; but 
in all justice to the past and present 
members of our Municipal Council, we 
must allow that they have constantly 
and faithfully laboured in this field, and 
may even now contemptate, with all 
possible feelings of satisfaction, tho 
results which theselabours have brought 
about. In spite of Dr. Jamieson, 
we assert and are prepared to maintain, 
that our well drained, cleaned and 
lighted streets, our efficiently enforced 
police regulations, and our hygienic 
progress generally, will contrast favonr- 
ably with any town in Europe; and, 
declining to accept theorie whieh di- 
rectly oppose facts, we appeal confi- 
dently to the general health of the 
community, in support of our opinion 
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that human life, far from being the in- 
necure possession which Dr. Jamieson’s 
statements would lead us to believe, is, 
after all, enjoyed and prolonged in 
Shanghai after a very ordinary and 
satisfactory manner. 

The report throughout is well writ- 
ten, and containsa fair amount of com- 
mon sense, but its usefulness is mar~ 
red by the general spi 
tion which pervades its pages, anda 
prevalent inclination to make the most 
of what is bad, and the least of what is 
good. 

Beginning with the banefal influence 
of climate, Dr. Jamieson proceeds to 
attack the grog shops, which, 
ys he, execrable liquor is sold despite 
Manicipal supervision, We imagine that 
Dr. Jamieson must have facts to sup- 
port his statement, as we have the au- 
thority of the police superintendent 
for stating that such is not the case, 
upecimens having been on several occa- 

ions xubmitted to examination, and 
invariably found of vory fair quality. 
Dr. Jamieson’s next. reference, to reek- 
ing fields covered from time to time 
with human excreta, may be forcible, 
but is also very certainly sensational, 
and we ate surprised to find him at- 
taching such importance to the infla- 
ence of manure distributed over such a 
large surface of land. 

After a column of introduction, Dr. 
Jamieson proceeds to detail, beginning 
with the condition of the native city; 
here however he carefully adheres to 
lis plan of recognising only the worst 
features in the case, and utterly ignores 
the fact that much of the ground with- 
in Uie city walls is under cultivation, 
vogetablea and grass occupying the 
place of the abominations which he so 
elognently descr Dr. Jamieson 
advises the cleaning of the ditches, 
among which we presnine he inclades 
the so-culled city ditch; had we the 
slightest. ground for believing that, 
once cleaned out and purified, the 
natives would exert themselves to 
maintain these ditches in that condi 
tion, the risk of disturbing the depo- 
sit might be undertaken on rea- 
sonable grounds, but as we have 
not the slightest foundation for such a 
hope, we most dezidedly believe that 
toleb su h things remain as they are, 
is infinitely botter than to risk the out 
breuk of disease from injudicious inter 
ference, which bas proved so fransht 





















































with danger on more than ono occasion 
elsewhere. 

The River is,as Dr. Jamieson jastly ob- 
serves, mainly impurtant fromasanifary 





poses of washing, dri 
is derived ; into this subject he en 
fally, but here, as elsewhere, in treating 
of the sewers, he quite ignores the 
important fact that, owing to the 
system of svavengers adopted, drains 
in Shanghai serve only to carry off 
surface water from the streets, and are 
not channels through which human 
excreta is conveyed to the river, render- 
ing it the pestilent source of disease 
and death which he affirms it to be. 
Properly filtered Shanghai river water 
is, in the opinion of many who daily 
drink it, wholesome ; and we question 
much ifthe water drinkers of the Set- 
tlement are the priucipal sufferers from 
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those epidemics of diarrhea and dysen- 
tery which yearly recur. Facts are very 
stubborn, and we refuse to be frighten- 
ed out of our belief in them, even by the 
name of such an undoubted authority 
as Dr. Parkes. : 

Dr. Jamieson, to quote his own words, 
regards the Defence Creek as an ‘ enor- 
mous open drain ;’ perhaps he will 
form the public his reasons for this 
opinion. A drain, to be entitled to the 
name, mast surely drain something ; 
but what that something is, in the 

under discussion, we have ‘hitherto 
d to discover. Surely De. Jamieson 
does not refer to the little surface water 
which runs away from the Horse bazaar. 
‘The Council aro advised to assist na- 
tare in filling up this creek; we, on 
the coutrary, would recommend that 
body to deepen and bund it. 

Some of the remarks which follow, on 
tho state of the settlement, are worthy 
of attention ; and, although we have 
every confidence in our Municipal 
Staff, we owe Dr. Jamieson a debt of 
itude for having again brought so 
many important points prominently 
before the public. His remarks on the 
sunken area of land lying in the back 
part of Shanghai, are just and practical ; 
and we trast to see these suggestions 
carried out, at no distant period. The 
question of vaccination is at present 
being discussed by both the French 
and English Councils, and we believe 
that De. Jamieson will soon be grati- 
fied in witnessing practical good re- 
sults from these deliberations. Decided 
opinions are expressed as to brothel 
supervision, supported by the usual 
arguments; and the memorandum 
conelules by advising co-operation 
with the French Municipality, and by 
enumerating the multifarious daties of 
the health officer whose appointment 
is, for the second time, recommended. 

Dr. Jamieson has favoured the com- 
munity of Shanghai with « well and 
carefully written essay ; bat itis, after 
all, but the repetition of an old story 
which, if adorned by the skill, is in our 
opinion also embellished by the fancy 
of the author. It represents evils 
hh the present Council, like 
have maintained a con- 
stant and persevering, if not a wholly 
successtul, war, but it somewhat ange- 
neronsly overlooks the benefit which 
these Iabours have conferred on the 
community. 






































Ir is the fashion to speak of the Chinese 
Empire as containing one third of the 
hainan race, and various grahdiloquent 
allusions to the enormous population of 
the country, are scattered abont the 
works of our geographers, historians, 
and travellers, with the same prodigali- 
ty as an orator of the Barlingame 
school displays in the use of tropes and 
metaphors. When the long desired 
bock on China appears, which shall 
leave Williams in the shade and fling 

ivion, we may hope to see 
this important subject properly handled; 
bat meanwhile, the publication of a few 
desultory notes cannot be regarded as 
uninteresting or unimportant. “Now”, 
as Dr. Jamieson has lately remarked in 
his memo. on the sanitary condition of 
Shanghai, “it is well known that the 
Chinese are unwilling to give accurate 





























returus of any kind, bearing on the 
crease or decrease of the popniation.” 
The objection to a census is as strongly 
impressed on the minds of Chinese, as 
it was on that of Joab. 

The subject being one which is speci- 
ally liable to mystifieation and exag- 
geration, we find, natarally,thata dixpo- 
sition exists in many qnarters, to give 
up parsuing the eng d to way that 
no one knows anything about it, Still, 
wo have certain data, aud we can of 
course reach an aporoximation to the 
trath, Father Amiot states that China 
contained, in his day, viz in 1770, two 
handred millions of inhabitants, ‘These 
high figures were attained by a pecnliar 
process, viz. by counting in “ robbors, 
troglodytes, wandering families, men= 
dicant monks, eunuchs, slaves, blind 
females, and bonzesses, and the inhabi- 
tants of those floating cities who live 
in bauks or on rafts, and seem.to form 
a distinct nation in the middle of the 
Empire.” Grosier corrected Amiot, aud 
bronght the figures to 198,214.53, 
Accepting the statement that China 
is so marvelously. populous, we are led 
to enquire the various cases which have 
combined to proiuce existing results, 
We find no less than sixteen apparent 
canses of the extraordinary population 
of the Empire, alleged. First, of course, 
is “the strict observance of filial duty 
throughout this vast nation, and the 
prerogatives of paternity which make a 
son the most valuable property of a fa- 
ther.” Secondly, the infamy attached 
to the memory of those who die with-. 
out poste: Thirdly, the universal 
custom which makes tho marriage of 
children the principal concern of fathers 
and mothers. Fourthly, the honours 
bestowed by government on those 
widows who do not enter a second time 
into thé state of marringe etc., etc. 
Now, of conrse, considerable influence 
has been exerted-by these causes; but 
there are many others which ha 
operated with them. ‘There is ve 
aittention paid in China to the pr 
of not marrying below one’s rank, and 
itis worth remembering that soldiers 
in the Imperial army are permitted to 
have wives. We mast not forget, 
however, that-these calculations wei 
made in a time of profound pone 
and, though some fifty ov sixty 
more of tranquillity may have raised 
the population to a much higher stand. 
and, wars and rebellions and troubles of 
all kinds have. since devastated the 
country. The atrocities of Yeh in the 
south, and tho violences of the Taipings 
have thinned the ranks of the peuple, 
and the foods must have worked ruin 
and mischief untold, in varions provinces 
of the Empire. Thas, then, we may safe- 
ly infer that the figures which were true 
seventy years ago are likely to be fall 
cions now. On the sabject of the popi~ 
tion of China, there are two schools of 
writers, The one school accepts every 
statemont: in the “ Ta-Tsing-yih-tang- 
che”, or every remark of the Peking 
Officials, and “credits the conntry “with 
a population of fabulous extent; the 
other class, on the contrary, regards 
a column of figures as a piece of rheto- 
ric, and treats the ealcalations of Chi- 
nese census-makers, as Bishop Colenso 
treated the numbers in the Pentateuch. 
For our part, we aro disposed to side 
with those who adopt the latter course 
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and to make very large allowance for the 
innate love of hyperbole which disf- 
_gures tho Oriental mind. “Teeming 
millions” is an effective expression; aud 
we know that, in all Eastern lands, sach 
phrases as thousand” and “ ten thou- 
sand” are put loosely for any large 
namber. The great Emperor Keenlung, 
in one of his proclamations addressed 
to the whole empire, called upon all 
ranks and conditions of men to econo- 
mizo the gifts of heaven, food ete., and 
by industry to increase their store ; for, 
observing the increase of population 
since the period of the conquest, he 
he looks forward with deep concern to 
-the fatare, when the population shall 
have exceeded tho means of subsistence. 
The land, he says, “does not increase 
in qnantity, although the people to be 
fed increase so rapidly”. ‘This procla- 
mation exhibits the Imperial ignorance 
‘of those laws which never fail to drive 
tho machinery of the worlds’ government 
with regalarity and exactness. Vari- 
ous natural causes have operated to 
chock excess in China, though the rales 
and institutions of the country favour 
its growth in an exceptional manner. 












Summary of Bews, 





‘The English Mail of the 28th January 
arrived on Friday, with Reuters’ telegrams 
to the 19th inst. We have since received 
dates to the 1st March, vid Kiachta. 

‘Tho M. I. Steamer Phase loaves with the 
homeward mail, to-morrow. 

A meeting of shareholders in tho Shang- 
hai Gas Company was held on the 17th 
instant, at which the accounts, showing a 
net profit on the year’s working of Tis. 
25,520 wore passed, and a dividend of Tis. 
12 per cent was resolved on. This will 
absorb Tis. 18,000, and Tis. 7,520 are car- 

ied to the Resorve Fund, which is thus 
raised to Tis, 20,913. 1t was announced 
that the price of gas will be reduced from 
$4.50 to §3.50 por 1000 feet, for the cur- 
rent yoar, and further gradual reductions, 
5 consumers increase, were promised. Sir 
E. Hornby, Messrs. Cameron, J. T. 
Brand, J. I. Miller, E. Hogg, and J. G. 
Pardon were elected Directors for the cur- 
reut year; and a remuneration to each 
Director of Tis. 10 per meeting, was 
agreed to. 

‘A meeting of members of the Shanghai 
Club was held on the 18th instant, at 
which, briefly, the following resolutions 

+ were come to. The Recreation Fund Tras- 
tees, as proprictors, will take Members’ 
entrance fees and subscriptions,—as rent— 
to enable then to pay Ground rent, repairs, 
interest on mortgage, &. The Members 
will have the entire building in their hands, 
and will make the charges pay the work- 
ing expenses. Fourteen gentlemen were 
nominated a working Committee, We con- 
gratulate the community on the clear posi- 
tion which has at length beon gained. 

‘Twelve months ago, the Club belonged to 
Shareholders. who were burdened by a 
double mortgage—the complication being 
increased by the fact that they were them- 
selves, in great pit, their own mortgagees ; 
and yet the Public were claiming that they 
should repay their loan. At present, the 
Recreation Fund, which seemed hope- 









lessly sunk as a second mortgage, has 
come to life as proprietor of the Club 
Building—under mortgage, certainly, but 
with a fair prospect of redeeming it 
the Club Shareholders have been released 
from their responsibility—though at the 
expense of their capital; and the much 
desired result has been attained, of the 
members working their own Clob. It may 
be true, that the rent paid is heavy; but 
the cost to individual subscribers is not so, 
considering the advantages offered by tho 
Club Building ; and the satisfactory know- 
ledge remains, that any surplus which this 
rent may yield to the Recreation Fund, 
goes towards redeeming the mortgage, and 
towards a prospective reduction of the 
rent. We think the Community are much 
indebted to Mr. Groom, who has conceived 
and worked out tho wholo plan, for evolv- 
ing order out of such apparent chaos, and 
for helping to place both the Club and the 
Recreation Fund, on a sound basis. 

‘Wo also print tho first annual report 
of the Hongkong Fire Insurance Company, 
showing a balance to credit at the ond 
of December 1869, of $252,420. ‘This 
sum, together with the Capital of the Com- 
pany, is invested in the various local 
banks; and the Directors add that, since 
the date of the accounts, a further sum of 
$66,000 has boon added to the fixed depo- 
sits, 

Our home readers may still retain suf- 
ficiont interest in Shanghai, to care 
fora summary of the Council’s Report, 
showing how Municipal matters aro pro- 
gressing. ‘The re-assossment of Land has 
been completed, and the result shows 
a dopreciation of Tis. 306,000 from the 
assessment of 1865. Chinese houses, on 
the other hand, are rising in value; and 
the Council naively complain that owners 
do not invite a higher rate of taxation. 
Appeals, they complain, are mado very 
readily when the assessment is in excess of 
rontal; but tho same readiness is not 
shown to ask that tho assessment bo raise 
now that it is inferior. Does it not occur 
to the Council that people who collect, and 
poople whopay, taxes represent opposite in- 
torests; and that each one has quite enough 
to do, to look after his own. Ifa man is 
overcharged, he protests ; but it lies with 
the collector to claim the full amount due. 
Of course, it may be said that the Council 
and Land owner are one; that the former 
merely administering the interests of the 
latter; but, practically, they stand in the 
same position to each other as Governors 
and Governed, at homo; and we do not 
think instances will often be found there, 
in which a tax payer will offer more than 
the Government demands. There have 
been, and probably always will be, men 
who send £5 notes as conscience money, to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; but they 
represent the exception rather than the 
rule; and we fear the Council will have to 
look after the interests of the Revenue, 
themselves, without much aid from indi- 
vidual contributors. Indeed, it is likely 
that many owners of Chinese house pro- 
perty do not even know-at what rate 
their houses are assessed. 

A more logical claim is that made on the 
Fire Insurance Companies, for support to 
the Fire Brigade. In large English and 
American cities, these Companies are the 
chief contributors towards an iustitu- 
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tion from which they derive so im- 
portant benefit; and a moment’s con- 
sideration will show that {t is just 
and right, this should bo #0. By the 
process of insurance, an owner transfers 
caro in regard to his property, to the In- 
surance Company. If it be burnt, the 
great loss will be theirs; and it is fair 
that thoy should pay the greater share of 
cost incurred to prevent loss. Wo regret 
to learn that tho Insuranco Companies, 
which derive so large a profit from Shang- 
hai, have been slow in appreciating the 
fairness of the claim made on them. The 
Council make no comment on the condi- 
tion of the river; but mention that the 
Municipal Engineer has completed a sur- 
voy of tho Foreshore, and that a plan will 
be shown to those interested, who will call 
at his office. Wo trust that this permis- 
sion will be availed of, as we believe in- 
spection of the plan will convince people 
of the justice of our late remarks, and of 
the necessity for prompt remedial mea- 
sures. We note that the Gas Company 
have offered to light the streot Iamps in 
future, at $3.75 a piece, instead of $3, as 
charged heretofore. It remains to be seen 
how this rato will comparo with that which 
may be offered by the French Company. 
‘The Fohkien road drain is being re-laid on 
proper level, and the usual repairs are 
going on, to the roads, bridges and side 
walks. It is suggestive how greatly tho for- 
eign population has increased of late years, 
that a further portion of the Cemetery 
already needs preparation ; for recont sea- 
sons have not been unhealthy, nor the per- 
centage of deaths excessive. ‘The projected 
road to Woosung remains {n statu quo; wo 
fear it will bo found too expensive, for the 
present; although, aia now outlot, it would 
be most desirable. In the meantime, it is 
tisfactory to learn that the Municipality 
is escaping from debt—tho second instal- 
ment of the loan having beon duly-paid. 
We print, on another page, an exhau: 
tivo memorandum by Dr. Jamieson, on the 
sanitary condition of the settlement, which 
i ised at length, in our leading 
Unqualified by tirese comments, 
it would, we fear, have excited terror in 
the mind of every one having friends or 
relations in Shanghai. The first result of 
its perusal, is a sense of wonder that we 
aro at all dead. But wo can assure our 
home friends that, as a matter ef fact, » 
great majority of us are quite well and 
thriving. We think the picture drawn 
even of the native city of Shanghai, much 
exaggerated, and maintain that the foreign 
settlement will compare favourably with 
any European city. 

‘The concluding paragraph, headed “co- 
operation,” of Dr. Samieson’s memorandum 
has been understood to imply that the 
French Council are backward in co-opera- 
tion with their confrores on the Anglo-Ame- 
erican Coancil. We do not ourselves think 
the paragraph will bear such an interpreta- 
tion ; but, toremove any possible doubt, we 
may mention that we are aware the French 
Council, so early as January last, ad- 
dressed H. I.M. Consul General, urging 
that an understanding should be come 
to with the Taotai, “d’engager tous 
les Chinois se faire vacciner ainsi que 
leurs enfants, par les soins des doc- 
teurs Europeéns, plus habiles que les 
leurs.” A proposal is also made for the 
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eatablishment of a hospital or refuge, for 
‘tho sick and poor, towaids the support of 
which the Council would be willing to con- 
‘qribute largely. M. Dabry had already 
‘commenced negociations with the Chinese 
authorities on this subject, and had found 
‘them willing to give Tis. 100 yearly, to- 
‘wards the support of the institution. M. 
‘Méjan is begyed to complete negociations 
on both these points; and is informed that 
‘all questions of common interest between 
the two Municipalities are settled, except 
that of slaughter-houses, which is still un- 
“der consideration. 

We had thought that every phase of the 
Registration struggle had been exhausted ; 
but a report which we publish elsewhere, 
describes quite a new case. Mr. Ashton 
omitted to register himself within the 
prescribed time, and was summoned. He 
wont to the Consulate, to forestall the 
trial; and was told he could register on 
“payment of a commuted mulet of $34, 
in addition to the feo and the cost of 
‘the summons. He appears to have ac- 
quiesced, so far as to give a0, O. for the 
total amount, $10. Subsequently, however, 
he demurred to the $3.50, but eventually 
tondered it under protest. H. M. Consul 
refused to accept it on those terms, and 
pursued Mr. Ashton for the whole fine of 
"$10, for not having registered within tho 
prescribed period. Mr. Ashton pleaded 
1° that he could not be summoned twice 
‘for the same offence ; 2° that the grant the 
Registration Certificate conduced the 
offence. He was however fined, on the 
broad ground that he did not register ‘dur- 
ing January, as he ought to have done 

‘The last mail brought several interest- 
ing items of news. First, a telegram—stating 
that Mr. Otway has announced the inten- 
tion of the Government to consult mer- 
ants, before ratifying the new treaty. Iu 
view of the expression of feeling at the 
mooting at Messrs. Matheson & Co., this 
looks as though it would not be ratified. 

Next, is a letter addressed by Mr. Bur- 
lingame to Count Bismark, which is simply 
irritating, from its ridiculous misrepresen- 
tations. We are able only to subjoin two 
paragraphs, 

Nogotiations were commenced by Sir Ru- 
therford Alcock, the British Minister, in co- 

tion with the representatives of the other 

ty Powers, Br. Hart Inspector-General of 
Imperial Customs, acting in conjunction with 
She Clues and fr then, "These have result 
as reporte: ns legrams, in a mo- 
icateel the Pana dues, the opening of 


‘wo new ports, the right to work coal mines, 
a reduction of duties, the right of navigation 
on inland waters, and the right of foreigners 
‘to temporary residence in any part of the 
country. This is sufficient answer to those 
‘who bit recently declared that China would 
wail itself of the action of the Western Powers 
in ite favour, torestrict rather than enlarge the 
of foreigners. 

Prqhis' favourable result was not arrived at 
until the Chinese Government had fully com- 
rehended ‘the treaty made with the United 
Restes, and the full ect of the action of the 
British Government against the 




















ive 
rit of its subjects in China, nor until after 
rd Clarendon had severely censured many of 
‘the British officials there, for unjustifiable ac- 
tion at Yangchow, Swatow and Formosa. 

No; before the Chinese Government un- 
derstood all this, Sir Rutherford was in a 
fair way to obtain much broader conces- 
sions. The tenor of Lord Granville’s 
‘speech in regard to the colonies, and the 
order toa Buitish war vessel to aid the 


‘New Zealanders colonists, show that some| in the Russian cemetery, outside tho An- 


sparks of English 
the Government. 

A contract has been signed, for a line of 
mail steamers from Sydney to San Fran- 
cisco, calling at Auckland and Honolule, 
the first steamer leaves Sydney March 26th 
and San Francisco April 10th. 

Ifa paragraph which we reprint from the 
New York Herald, is to be relied on, it 
would seem that the American Govern- 
ment is beginning to think the policy 
of amiable acquiescence may be carried to 
even too great an extent. It seems that 
‘Mr. Low has instructions to take up a 
much firmer position than is consistent 
with the Burlingame policy, and that he is 
to have the moral support of a new squad- 
ron. 

Mr, J, Ross Browne has petitioned 
Congress to reimburse him certain sums 
which his mission to Peking cost 
in excess of his allowance. On 
whole, he is out of pocket $12,500. 
seeks to recover $3,500 salary, for time 
Spent in America after his appointment, 
before he actually sailed, and $2,940 for 
extra expenses incurred in China, 

‘A Greek named Constantine, accused of 
being concerned in a piratical attack ona 
mandarin’s tax boat, near Quinsan, in the 
early part of lust year, has been at length 
captured, and brought up for trial before the 
Taotai. ‘he prisoner, being of a nationality 
unrepresented by a Treaty with exterri- 
torial privileges, is amenable to Chinese 
law only, and the Che-Hsien was the proper 
person to try the case. But, as a foreigner 
was in case, the Taotai was recommended to 
try the case himself, and to invite two or 
more Consuls to watch it for the prison- 
er. Tho Tactai accepted the suggestion, 
and asked Compte’ Méjan and Mr. Med- 
hurst to appear. 

Lately, throughout this province, there 
has been much reduction in the Native 
army, causing a good deal of discontent, 
as the soldiers are usually discharged 
without pay, in many cases some months 
in arrears; and in several places thoy 
have openly shown their disaffection, 
though nothing very serious had occurred 
till last Monday, when the whole force at 
Paou-suaw rose en masse. Two houses, 
both belonging to or in possession of the 
Mandarins (one a red button gentleman) 
wero totally demolished, and the whole of 
their furniture and valuable wardrobes 
burnt on the premises. The Senior Man- 
darin barely escaped with his life after 
receiving five or six flesh wounds; and even 
a fig leaf would have added to his generay 
appearance, as he fled along the streets, 
tail on end. Strange to say, there has beon 
no pillaging—the men are simply calling 
out for their rights ; though, as a matter of 
course, all shops are closed and trade isat 
astand still, while the insurgents employ 
their time by marching round the city 
within the walls, with trumpets blowing, 
flags flying, and shouting, from time to 
time, something equivalent to Vive la Re- 
publique ! 

‘A-Pexixe correspondent writes that M. 
Popoff, Chinese Secretary of the Russian 
Legation, died on Sunday morning the 27th 


it are reviving, in 

















February, of typhus fever, and was buried 


ting mén. 

A Trestsrx correspondent writes that 
there are seven steamers and two sailing 
vessels in the river, and that the Bund is 
literally covered with all classes of mer- 
chandise—the river however being still 
blocked by ico in many places; and the 
dealers not operating except at very low 
rates, as they are not yet able to forward 
their goods into the interior. 7 and 8Hbs. 
Shirtings are quoted at Tis. 2.07 and Tis. 
2.25 respectively, A heavy fall of snow 
during the night of the 10th, 

We hear that Dr. Macartney, the 
manager of the Nanking arsenal, has 
lately visited Woowanc, at the request 
of the viceroy Li-hung-chang: and that 
the experiments made by him in gun- 
nery and with rockets, in the latter’s pre- 
sence, have proved so satisfactory, and so 
pleased Li, that he has given directions for 
avery considerable extension of the arsenal. 
It is evident from this, that Li's power is 
not confined to his own Government, Wo 
find him, here, controlling an Arsenal in 
the capital of another Viceroy. We under- 
stand that the now buildings will be com- 
menoed forthwith. 

‘We mentioned, somo timo ago, that a tele- 
graph, for police purposes, was being 
erected in Hoxcxono. The China Mail 
mentions that messages have now been pass- 
ed between the Central Police Station and 
the district station at West Point. Great 
dissatisfaction is expressed at the excessive 
charge of $ 4.50 per 1,000 feet for gas, 
and threats are made of starting anew 
company, if this rate be maintained, Ano- 
ther attack on Missionaries is reported, 
from the Kwantung province, 

On Sunday, the 6th, a mob attacked the 
Protestant Chapel in the city of Tang Kun, 
and destroyed it, taking away everything 
moveable, but leaving the walls standing, 
as they were part of adjoining houses. Th 
native preacher was beaten and his wife 
maltreated. Search was made for foreign- 
ers but none were found. The mob then 
proceeded to the Roman Catholic Chapel, 
+h was razedto the ground. The Chris- 
s from Tung Kun escaped to Shik Lung, 
T miles distant, where the Rev. A. Krolozyie 
resides. Mr. K. had made armngements 
to leave with his family for Canton on 
Tuesday, but concluded to start on Monday. 
Everything remained quiet and the peopls 
seomed as friendly as usual, until he was in 
the boat ready to start, when amob collect- 
ed around his house, broke in aud robbed 
it. Officers came and seized some of the 
robbers, and they were taken before 
Mandarin, who rebuked the officers for 
making the arrest, alleging that they had 
no authority from the Governor General. 
‘This, says tho China Mail, is an “internii- 
tional” faot for Sir ©. W. Dilke, the Times 
snd the Pall Mall. Fancy an English 
policeman being “rebuked” because he had 
captured burglars in lagrante delicto, with- 
out orders from a County Lieutenant! 

‘The same paper says—an extensive con- 
flagration has occurred at Canton, in. close 
proximity tothe foreign settlement. “The 
ire broke out about midnight in a streot 
lying at no great distance inland from the 

hamien Site, about opposite to: the cen- 
tral bridge, and burat with great :fury for 
more than four hours, destroying a very 
large number of Chinese houses, “shops, 
ete. Some apprehension was felt at about 
2am. for the safety of: buildings'-on ‘Sha- 
mien itself, “but- fortunately! none ofi the 
























































fying sparks were: carried so far.aa the. Site. 
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Gditoyial Selections. 





COMMUNICATION WITH YUNNAN. 


‘Tu January number of the Révue des 
Deua Mondes explains some of the con- 
clusions which the French explorers 
drew, from their adventurous journey 
up the valley of the Mekong. They dis- 
covered that this river, by which it had 
been hoped to open up communication 
with Yunnap, through the heart of Co- 
chin China, ceases to be navigable for 
steamers beyond the frontiers of Cam- 
bodia; that it becomes, in ils pper 
waters, a dangerous torrent, and that 
it cannot therefore serve the purpose 
which had been hoped fromit. Bat 
the accident of civil war in Yunnan, 
opened ont to the explorers a new pros- 
pect. The strong opposition of the 
mandarins to their passage through 
Rebel territory, and the certainty of 
great danger if they persisted in the 
attempt, decided them to quit the 
banks of the Mekong, shortly after 
eutering Yunnan, and to pursue a wes- 
terly route, through the southern por- 
tionof,the province. This route brought 
them, after afew days journey, to the 
city of Yuen-kiang, whose walls are 
washed by a river called Hoti, but 
which, nearer its mouth, takes the 
name of Song-koi, and which rans into 
the Gulf of Tonquin. Barometrical ob- 
servation showed an elevation, at Yuen- 
kiang, of only 400 metres above the 
‘of thesea—which permits thesupposition 
that the Songkoi may run in a tolerably 
smooth stream. Several rapids were no- 
ticed ; and a heavy fall, impassable for 
Joaded boats, was spoken of by the 
But all these obstacles were 
within the borders of Yunnan; and 
it was stated that merchandise could 
bo transported, in sixteen days, from 
the first Aunamite city, to Kesho 
the capital of Tonquin, without tran- 
shipment, There is a bar at each of 
the three mouths of the Songkoi, but 
the water on two of these is sufficiently 
deep to admit vessels not drawing 
more than 9 to 11 feet, Before the Ma- 
homedan insurrection in Yunnan, a con- 
siderable trade was carried on with Tong- 
quin, into which metals largely enter- 
ed; agreat part of the zine which 
used for the manufacture of Anome: 
cash, was brought by China caravans 
to the frontier mart of Tonquin, where 
it was changed against silver. 

From these various observations, M. 
de Carné deduces the nataral conclusion, 
that it is the Songkoi instead of the Me- 
kong, which mast be looked to as a com- 
mercial channel between Yunnan and the 
ea; and that what his countrymen have 
now to do, is to explore the course of 
the former river, from its month to the 
Chinese frontier. “I! s’agit de réta- 
blir le courant commercial qui existait 
autrefois entre deux pays qui, l'un et 
V autre, bien qu’a des dégrés’ divers, 
souffrent de I’interruption du traffic.” 
And results, as beneficial to commerce 
generally as to the people of Tong-quin 
and Yunnan, may be expected, if this 
end be attained. Of course, it is French 
commerce for which an opening is 
more especially desired ; and the efforts 
which English enterprise is making to 
ereato a trade between Yunnan and Bri- 
tish Barmah, sapply a powerfal 
Jant to French research. “When we 





























consider,” writes M. de Carné, “the per- 
severing efforts which England is in- 
cessantly making to draw to her Indian 
or Barman markets the commerce of 
‘Western China, our neglect to profit 
by an exceptional situation, and by cir- 
cumstances which will not always be 
80 opportune, becomes astounding. To 
be first on the spot, and to establish a 
custom with the native traders, is an 
advantage more precious in Asia even 
than in Europe, and which the present 
war seems to offer in an unhoped for 
degree. This war obstructs, in fact, 
the old ontlets by which the products 
of Yunnan used to fow into the valley 
of the Irrawaddy, and opposes new ob- 
stacles to the oponing of the passage 
between India and China, which the 
English are seeking with more ob- 
stinacy than good fortune. If we re- 
flect that the question is one of 
directing towards French territory the 
products of a vast region which 
comprises, without mentioning Nor- 
thern Laos, four of the richest pro- 
vinces of China, and of opening ap, 
on the other hand, to oue national 
industry, markets where consumers 
are counted by millions,—it mast be 
admitted that sach a result is well 
worth, to us, the same trouble which 
our rivals are taking to obtain il We 
trust, in all sincerity, that M. de Carné’s 
arguments will prevail with his coun- 
trymen, and that the new channel of 





1 | commerce which he discloses, will fally 


answer the expectations he entertains. 
In trade, as in every other parsuit, ri- 
valry is a powerful incentive to success ; 
and, though we differ from M. de 
Carné’s assertion, that the provinces in 
question are four of the richest in C 
na, we admit that the extent of terri- 
tory and number of iababitants in this 
secluded portion of Asia,‘are such as 
to make the prize well worth the strag- 
gle to obtain it. The country is, in 
fact, so large that there is ample room 
for both English and French enterprise, 
and we trast that the latter will be as 
successful in proving the navigability 
of the Song-koi to the southern fron- 
tier of Yunnan, as the English have 
already been in carrying a steamer to 
the frontier mart of Bhamo, on its 
western border. It is strango that, 
after su may centuries of seclusion, the 
extreme south-west of China should be 
threatened at once from two different 
quarters, with the peacefal incursion 
of Foreign traders. 














THE RIVER. 
Tae conservation of the port of Shang- 


ai is so important, that we return to 
the subject, in the hope of enforcing 
the remarks we made a few days ago, 
regarding it. The deteriorating ele- 
ments, as we then showed, are the Poo- 
tang point and the month of the Soo- 
chow creck; and these, between them, 
have narrowed the river, at its most 
difficalt point, some 350 or 400 feet, 
within the last ten years. It is obvi- 
ous that excrescences -and indentures 
in ariver bank must encourage depo- 
sit—especially in a carrent so charged 
with mud as that of the Wangpoo. 
The object of any works, therefore, 
must be to secure aneven flow and an 
easier curve. Mr. Clark’s plan, to 
secare these objects, was a slight pro- 
jection ‘of tlie French Bund, at the ‘cor- 














ner of the Yang-king-pang, so as to 
bring it into the proper line of curve; 
and the extension of the English Bund 
0 as to continue the curve “along the 
outer edgo of the mud bank, until it 
arrive opposite H. B. M. Consulate— 
leaving a width of 420 fect to the 
mouth of the Soochow creek, where it 
would form an angle by a “ starling” 
point, the western side of which would 
continue up to Will's Bridge. The 
curve of the main Bund, broken at the 
starling, would, if coutiuued, merge into 

ht line along the Hongque shore, 
terminating at the entrarice to the old 
Dock” It is in revival of this scheme, 
that we now advocate the formation of 
a “starling” point—in other words the 
extension of the Recreation Ground to 
the full limit advised by Mr. Clark— 
in connexion with the new Bridge. 
The extreme limit of the necessary 
projection would be 455 feet beyond 
the present face of the Pablic Gurden ; 
and the result would be to add some 
30 mow to its present aren. The Ma- 
nicipal Engineer, we believe, estimates 
the cost of the ‘actaal mud’ filling in- 
volved, at Tle. 8000; and that of con- 
tinuing and completing the new Band 
to the Peking Road jetty, at Tis. 12,000. 
The completion of the entire new 
Bund line according to the plan we 
have quoted from Mc. Clark's re- 
port, would cost another Tis, 27,000. 
We give the estimate in three portions, 
because either the first second or third 
section of the work is possible, inde- 
pendently of the others, 


May we be permitted a few more 
words about tho “starling” point? 
Any one standing on the Soochow 
bridge will perceive that the present 
face of the Recreation Ground stands 
square to the flood tide, which brenks 
against it, and flows off in eddies and 
buck currents, on either side, which 
tend to bold the water in suspen 
and to promote deposit. The projec- 
tion of a “starling” point would op- 
pose the apex of a triangle to the 
flood, dividing it into two streams, 
which would tlow evenly on, up the 
creek and the river; while it would so 
prolong the right bauk of the Soochow 
Creek as to cause its stream to join 
easily in the downward current of the 
Wangpoo, instead of meeting the lat- 
ter at a right angle as at presont, and 
again creating eddies by the contact. 
The projection of this point would 
be in a direction rather down than 
across the river; 80 that it would not 
narrow the present channel. Were 
the entire scheme carried ont, Tis. 
47,000 is not a large eum to expend on 
so important a measure. It would not 
absorb six months average receipt from 
tonnage dues, if the Chinese Govern- 
ment paid for the whole; though, as 
the Municipality would derive a cer- 
tain benefit, we are sure they would 
readily share the expense of any scheme 
that may be decided on. We have 
advocated the one which seems to us 
most feasible; but will gladly welcome 
any preferable project that may be 
be put forward. We only urge—let 
something be done ; let not the al- 
ready great inconvenience of the berd 
be allowed to grow into impracticabili- 
ty—and the appointment of Harbour 

ingineer, in the meantime, remain a 
dead letter. 
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‘THE GAS COMPANr. 
Tue statement laid before the annual 
meeting of the Shanghai Gas Company, 
held last Tuesday, was not only satis- 
factory in itself, but especially gratify- 
ing with reference to its past history. 
Excited by the hollow prosperity of 
1863-4, and dissatisfied with the mo- 
derate result which its subscribed capi- 
tal would permit, the Gas Company 
resolved, like others which have now 
disappeared from the scene, to enlarge 
its works, increase its capital, and 
prepare for a demand three times 
greater than is likely to occur in 
Shanghai, for many fature years. Only 
230 of its 500 new shares were taken up; 
and it resorted to the usual expedient, 
of a loan, to carry out its object. Then, 
before the Company had got into good 
working order, came the panic, the 
reaction, and the prevalent embarass- 
ment. The Chartered Mercantile Bank 
pressed for a return of their loan, and 
nearly crushed the Company by their 
haste. The Manager in ‘Shanghai, 
however, having greater discretion than 
his superiors, allowed the shareholders 
time to examine their position; and 
tho result was a levy of Tis. 40,000, by 
debentures, which énabled them to pay 
offtheir debt. ‘Thus relieved from pres- 
sure, the Company has since extended 
its operations, and improved its position, 
till the Directors were able, on the 16th 
instant, to declare it free from debt, 
to recommend a divided of 12 per cent 
from the past year’s earnings, and to 
announce a sum of Tis. 20,000 at the 
credit of Reserve. The whole of the 
remaining shares have been taken 
up, and the capital now stands at 
the rather fictitious figure of Tis. 
150,000 ; we use this term advisedly for, 
though we agree with a remark by the 
Chairman, that itis well to maintain 
the nominal amount, there can be little 
doubt that ono third might be written 
off, without undue depreciation, 
Having attained this sound position, 
the Directors have resolved to make 
the reduction in price, for which the 
public were clamouring. The almost 
prohibitive rate of $4.50 per 1000 feet 
is to be reduced to $3.50, and it is pro- 
mised that further reduction shall keep 
pace with extended consumption. The 
apparent immediate result of this step, 
is to deprive the Company of a large 
share of its income ; but we Lave faith 
in the policy of “cheapness” which we 
have always advocated, and believe that 
an increased demand will gradually 
make up the first loss; though we can- 
not foresee a sufficiently glowing pros 
pect, to justify the remarkable spurt 
which Gas scrip has taken. There is a 
tendency, just now, to inflation in the 
share market, which will almost compare 
with the land excitement that prevailed, 
in 1863; and we caunot see trae ground 
for the remarkable anxiety to pay an 
excessive price for several shares which 
are now quoted at a high premium, in 
themarket. We do not mean to compare 
shares to “wud ;” for the former will 
always have a certain value, whereas 
mach of the latter, which was bought 
at a price equal to its area in sycee, 
has now become almost worthless, We 
only refer to the strange ansioty which 
has suddenly arisen to possess, at any 
price, a share in every Company which 
‘comes before the public, ‘The case of the 

















Gas Company is somewhatdifferentfrom 
others, on account of its comparal 
certainty. The publie will uever 
low a very large dividend ; excessive 
profits will surely excite a elamour for 
reduced prices. Still, the soundness of 
the investment may justify some anxiety 
to possess the oddly shaped coupous 
which, two years ago, could bave been 
bought at 60 to 70 per cent discount, 
from despairing owners. Shares, too, 
afford almost the only outlet, in China, 
for men with small ‘sums of money to 
invest; and this fact, no doubt, ac- 
counts for the extreme favour which 
they have lately found, in the Shanghai 
aud Hongkong markets, 

It was pointed out at the recentmeet- 
ing, that one great trouble which 
besets the Gas Company, is the strange 
inaccuracy in the accounts of con- 
samption, that have lately bewildered 
itsclients. The ingenious explanation 
of the Chairman—an eccentricity of ove 
or two days in the time of registering 
the metre—will account for trifies; but 
it will not explain why lamps which 
cost $6 in July cost $4 in November ; 
why the same series of lights which 
cost $23 in December cost $12 in Janu- 
ary, nor why a hong which spent $80 
a month in 1868, should spend $100 ia 
1869. 1 is easy to say “ we go by the 
metre;” bat metres which indulge in 
such extravagant variations, require 
energetic correction and restraint. Nei- 
ther will this theory explain why houses 
that are empty for a month, should be 
assessed at precisely the same rate as 
when they were full, nor why hongs 
that are in full blast, should have ap- 
atly consumed nothing. It is use- 
less to multiply cases which have been 
‘common subject of conversation ; orto 
emphasise the corollary, that the result 
of such errors is to choke off small con- 
sumers, whom it is now desired to 
encourage. Increased consumption is 
an object which all desire; but 
they desire it through the means of 
more cousumers—uot through that of 
excessive outlay. We are glad to 
have the assurance of the Directors, 
that eccentric metres shall be carefully 
checked, and pending complaints re- 
medied, for the fature; aud we are 
glad, under this assurance, to foresee a 
career for the Gas Company, in which 
the success of shareholders shall not be 
achieved to the “mulct” and aunoy- 
ance of consumers. 




















CHINESE CHARACTER, FROM TWO POINTS 
oF view. 

Foneion residents in China have, from the 

commencement of our intercourse with 

the natives, ranged themselves under two 

jte standards. The one party assume 








and the other party wear the garb of apolo- 
gists. It is curious to see how the early 
Awellers in far Cathay almost insensibly 
parted asunder, and fell into the ranks of 
one of these classes. Foremost amongst 
the apologists, stood Mr. G. Tradescant 
Lay. More than twenty years ago, he 
published some remarks on Chinese cha- 
racter and customs, which are simply a 
long eulogy on the natives. He begins by 
stating that, though he knows unfavour- 
able views of the inhabitants of the Central 
Land are common, he feels a strong bit 
towards the fairer side of the picture. Hy 








says that the kindness he has exercised 
towards them, they have returned, and 
that with usury ;and that the services he 
has occasionally rendered them, they have 
been so far “from consigning to the ob- 
livious poison of ingratitude, that not only 
the individuals benefitted, but their ac- 
quaintances, their neighbours, and all to 
whom the good deed was told, never after- 
wards lost an opportunity of recording 
their thankful remembrance, in terms of 
the highest praise and admiration.” Now, 
of courmo every observer and recorder of 
popular traits is bound to obey the time- 
honoured maxim, to ‘speak as he finds ;” 
and we have little doubt that many mis- 
sionaries, and others who have studied the 
Chinese Race and the Chineso language, 
would endorse the sentiments of Mr. Lay. 
But, wo are equally assured that “a cloud. 
of witnesses” might be brought forward. 
on the other side. The majority of laymen 
accuse the Chinuse of perfidy, greed, 
and ingratitude. They are described, 
over and over again, as nation as filthy 
as the’ Chilians, and as falso as the 
Gretans. Now, when tho two sides of the 
shield differ so wonderfully, what are 
wo to say? Is it possible to mix a sober gray 
on tho palette, that shall contain some of 
the outrageous black and some, of the glar- 
white with which these two pictures aro 
painted, and yet not offend the oye so terri- 
bly. Perhaps, if wo bear in mind the atti- 
tude of the merchant, and that of the 
visitor who paints the flattoring portrait— 
and reflect that ono calls forth tho best, 
and the other the less favourable side of a 
Chinaman's nature, we shall arrive at an 
approximation to tho truth. It must be 
borne in mind that a man’s business aspect 
ia rarely his best. When we see two men 
making a bargain, we are not generally 
impressed with their frankness, generosity, 
and urbanity, Ench man is trying to do 
the best for himself, and thereforo we find 
his more amiable side ia turned away from 
us, and the harderand coarser view of his 
character disclosed. ‘Tho Chinaman is seen 
trying to advaneo his own interest, at the 
expense of a person whom his creed dees . 
not teach him to acknowledye, even with 
, as his neighbour. Hence he 

















tage at such amoment, {n like manner, 
the Diplomatist sees the Chinaman at 
unfavourable time. He gets h 

perience of tho native, from his con- 
duct after he bas been subjected to the 
humiliation of defeat, or when ho is 
essaying the trickery and evasion which are 
characteristic features of Oriental diplo- 
macy. It is not easy to preserve your 
dignity and equanimity, when a man has 
knocked your house about your ears, and 
is presenting a well adjusted revolver at 
your head, Yet it is no exaggeration ty 
say that the Western Diplomatist generally, 
in old days, formed his estimate of the 
Chinaman from his demeanour under these 
trying and peculiar circumstances This 
in all changed now, but still the “situa- 
tion” is not more favourable to the attain- 
ment of truth than it waa heretofore ; for, 
uow, the Chinaman is submitted to a yet 
wore trying ordeal. After having beén 
Knocked down, he is now set on his feat 
again, apologised to, and told that he was 
struck in mistake. ‘The consequence is 











obvious. The cringing which resulted 
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fcom extreme terror, is followed by a 
display of that arrogance which weak 
persons always exhibit when they are 
flattered by an apparent mark of submission. 
The Missionary who realises the true na- 
ture of his vocation, however imperfectly, 
must ave a far better side of the Chinaman 
than that which meets the eye of the Mer- 
chant or the Politician, However the 
Mongol may object to hia doctrinal teaching, 
he cannot fail to see that the former 
comes to try and impress upon him 
lessons which are not certainly inferior 
to those that are to bo read in his own 
Books ; and in may cases the Missionary is 
engaged in a work which commends itself 
to all alike—the work of Hospitals. He 
comes to the native when he is sick, oF 
anxious about the health of some friend or 
or kinsman, and at all events labours to 
auccour his afilction. It is obvious, there- 
fore, that the Missionary calls forth the 
ost traits of « Chinaman’s character, and 
may therefore be expected to take a more 
favourable view of it, than any other 
foreigner who takes the trouble to make 
his acquaintance. By bearing these facts 
carefully in mind, we may find less reason 
for surprise at the strange discrepancy 
which exists between the account of the 
Chinese given by the typical “China re- 
sident,” and that offered by persons like 
Mr Tradescant Lay. Asin most similar 
ceases, the truth does not, of course, wholly 
liv on the one side or tho other. 











REVIEW. * 
‘Tho Report of the “London Mission Hos- 





pital” is perhaps leas interesting to the go- 
neral reader, than that which we had occa- 
sion to notico a few days ago, of the Hos- 
pital working in connexion with the Wes- 
leyan Society ; but it still gives much 
useful information, and is a valuable mo- 
ical record of work done, Dr. Shearer 
deals with a period of 14 months, from Nov. 
Lat 1868 to Dec. Sist, 1870. The receipts 
during that time, from Foreign subserip- 
tions, were Tis. 517, and the expenditure 
‘ls. 400, leaving in the hands of the ‘Trea- 
surer a balance of Tis. 117. Upwards of 
7,000 cases were treated, of which one- 
fourth were females. ‘This fact is relevant, 
as showing how confidence in foreign me- 
dical knowledge is growing. The highost 
attendance was during the flood, which 
his been the cause of much sickness, The 
water reached its maxmium height to- 
wards the end of July, and began to retire 
towards the end of October, so that the 
settlement of Hankow and the neighbour- 
ing plains were about three months under 
water. During this period, no less than 
80,000 refugees were sustained by public 
charity in Hanyang and Hankow, besides 
a smaller colony of about 10,000 persons 
at Woochang. Various causes naturally 
combined to excite sickness among these 
unfortunates ; the worst being the miasma 
that arose from the ground after the 
subsidence of the flood. 

“(As soon as the water had drained off, 
the moist soil began everywhere to exhale 
an unpleasant, peculiar odour: the rank 
snell of decaying vegetation, with an added 
ammoniaeal pungency altogether sui generis 
and indescribable. This miasm, percepti- 
ble by the sense of smell and most of all 


T gecond Report of the London Minion Howital, 
ako, by George Shouse My Dienst 





























at night when the air is still and dews fall, 
was doubtless the source of all the nervous 
and intestinal disorders in the form of 
ague, diarrhea and dysentery which lately 
afflicted the poverty-stricken inhabitants 
of this neighborhood. ‘That it is a heavy 
gas like Carbonic Acid and Heavy Car- 
buretted Hydrogen, and exhaled under like 
conditions, is a matter of experience to all 
residents in the East, who find that, by 
living in the upper rooms of their houses, 
they can almost bid defiance to the malari- 
ous influences. The curious circumstance 
i ey eadache-inapiring, 
not yet (January 1870) 
‘out’ of the soil, but rendered by the re- 
cent frosts doubly sensible to the olfac- 
tories.” 

‘The comparative immunity of the regu- 
lar inhabitants, who enjoyed their accus- 
tomed food and shelter, though exposed 
to the same malarious influencos, is refer- 
red to as “strong corroboration of the 
view that the causes of disease aro to « great 
extent powerless and inoperative, when the 
standard of health is maintained by food, 
exercise, and mental quiescence.” Dr. 
Shearer adds that he has found arsei 
in the form of Fowler's solution, quite 
equal to quinine, as a curative agent. 

Aninterestingfeaturo in mission hospital 
reports is, always, the treatment of opium 
smokers. Each little pamphlet contains a 
record of help rendered to poor wretches 
who apply for aid to shake of this enthral- 
ling habit. Even the members of the French 
exploring expedition received the same 
appeals, immediately on their entrance into 
., When it was known that they had 
n among tho party. In com- 
plaining of inconvenience suffered through 
their baggage coolies smoking opium, dur- 
inga halt, and rendering themselves incapa- 
ble of work, M. de Carné writes, in the Re- 
vue des deux Mondes, 

Quand on lui remit son fardeau sur 
Vépaule, i vacilla comme un homme ivro 
ct refusa d’avancer. Les menaces le trou- 
vaient indifférent, les coups le faisaient 

mir, rien ne Varrachait & son engour- 

issement. Jo ne crois pas qu’il ait ja 
existé dans le monde un fléau plus terrible 
que Vopium. | Lalcool employs par les 

uropéens pour détruire les sauvages, la 
peste qui ravage un pays, ne sauraient Lui 
étre ecomparés. Il exerce sur tous un 
attrait invincible ; le plus pauvro mendiant 
fumera avant de songer A manger, et, chose 
etfrayante, une fois "habitude prise, on de- 
vient fatalement la proie du poison. Un 
grand nombre de Chinois sont venus nous 
domander des remdes contre une tentation 
A laquelle ils succombent toujours, méme 
en la maudissant. Le seul rembde serait 
Vénergie capable de braver les souffrances 

Wwentraine pour un fumeur Ja privation 

le sa pipe, ot c'est A la vigueur morale, en- 
core vluspeutétre qu’a la force physique, 
que opium commence par s'attaquer. 

Dr. Shearer does not adopt the practice 
of withdrawing the smokers from their 
houses, and keeping them in the hospital 
under surveillance ; but “« makes use of all 
the moral persuasives, and medicinal adju- 
vants in his power, and then sets them 
free to struggle with and conquer the 
ice if they can.” It may be doubted 
whether this practice is so efficacious, 
with a people not specially remarkable for 
strength of will; but it is satisfactory to 
learn that he is certain of having effected 
somecures, and believes that many have got 
the better of the evil habit. He uses 
a pill composed of hyoscyamus, cam- 
phor, capsicum and quinine, which has 






































been found to allay the morbid craving and 





to give tone to the stomach. Breaking off 
the use of the opium, is followed by ner- 
vousness, sleeplessness, and loss of appe- 
tite; but usually within a month, if the 
patent persevere, “the system accommo- 
dates itself to privation of the wonted sti- 
mulant, and health is recovered.” 

It is not surpising that the native doc- 
tors chafe at the success of the hospital, 
and decry the merit of foreign remedies. 
‘They have unfortunately succeeded in one 
very important particular—in checking the 
practice of vaccination. It seems almost 
incredible that mothers should be deterred. 
from bringing their children to be vaccina- 
ted, in their presence, by an assurance 
that what the foreigners really want, is to 
appropriate their eyes for medicine; but 
the lie seems to have succeeded at Hanyang, 
as well as at Yangchow. 

Some interesting professional details a 
given about leprosy, and a suggestion 
thrown out that it, like fever and ague, 
may be due to malarious causes. In contra 
vention of old European notions, leprosy 
is not considered contagious by the na- 
tives, here; and lazar houses are unknown, 

We must now conclude a notice which 
has extended much longer then we had 
meant ; first, however, noting one inter- 
resting fact - that among the patients treat- 
ed by Dr. Shearer, “30 were Mahome 
dans, natives of Hupeh, but of remote- 
Arab extraction, and readily distinguish- 
able from their Chinese fellow country- 
men, by their prominent noses, full eye— 
free from obliquity—and, not infrequently, 
flowing beard and moustache.” 





























Ontports, 





YOKOUAMA. 


Just as people were talking about th 
Iusurance Companies reducing’ their ral 
the Fire bell atmounced another conflagra- 
tion in our settlement. As is usual on such 
occasions, a high wind was blowing, and 80, 
ere the flames were got down,a large block 
of buildings was stripped of everything but 
their blackened stone walls. The houses 
burnt were occupied by Chinese exchanger 
stores and grog shops, and what with li- 
quors and a large amount of kerosine, the 
flames were well fed, and licked up every- 
thing that eame in their way. The Phoenix 
hotel was alight three or four times, but 
by the exertions of several gentlemen, was 
saved. Had this building taken fice, the 
consequences would have been terrible, and 
nothing could have saved the chureh and 
Parsonage. The Firo Brigades are not well 
organised here, yet worked well, and de- 
serve yreab praise, as also the English 
troops, and sailors’ of the Dupleiz. ‘The 
loafers of course wero at work, and a con- 
siderable amount of property was taken by 
them. One Chinaman was rushing away 
with dollars, when a number of these sot 
on him, He was, however, rescued by 
his countrymen, who yave the loafers more 
than they bargained for. A Japanese made 
an attempt to get into the Parsonage, but 
instead of plunder, got a thrashing, which 
should serve to dispel his thieving propen- 
sities. 

The divers have been down again at the 
Oneida, and brought up asword and acurio 
box ; when brought to the surface, the lat- 
ter at once broke, disclosing a fine lacquer- 
ware glove box, in excellent proservation. 

Acship has just arrived from Honolulu, 
bringing with her a batch of Japancso ; 
these seem all in good spirits, and: speak 
well of the treatment they have received in 
the strange country. The Japanese Em- 
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bassy was sumptuously entertained—their 
thief delight being drives about the island. 
A consignment of preserved beef in casks 
for the use of ships, has been senthere ; and 
competent judges pronounce it equal to 
chat supplied by England and Australia, 
It is preserved and packed in the Island. 

Mr. Strauss, the Belgian Consul, has 
written a letter to the Herald, in connes- 
tion with the Mail’s article on him asa 
Merchant-Consul. Facts are_ stubborn 
things, and the Consul not being able to 
refute anything, merely informs the pub- 
ic that, on the continent of Europe, he was 
connected with all the Newspapers of high 
standing, and ends with comparing the 
Japan Mail to dung! What defence th 
js for a Consul selling Soap and Toot! 

jowder, asa Consul, and not asa plain 
Rrerchant, Tcan hardly see. 

‘Poor Mr. Barnard, the lawyer, is in trou- 
ble again. He es a ship called the 
Runnymede, which has had more litigation 
aurounding ‘it than any other ship here ; 
at last it was wrecked, and the owner 
had sued the Captain, ‘not expecting to 
get money, but to deprive him of his 
command for taking his ship to a port of 
Japan contrary to instructions, carelessness, 
and selling all the stores at a ruinous 
loss. ‘The cate went against the lawyer, 
and then one of the witnesses on the pro- 
secution side, files an affidavit that what 
he has already sworn to is false, that he 
was offered fifty dollars and a passage to 
San Francisco free, and offered it by Mr. 
Barnard to tell lies! Mr. Barnard has 
appealed, though the Press, to the public 
to withhold their judgement, until the 
rights and the wrongs come out. The per- 
jured witness may just as easily tell one 
story as another, for after confessing to 
having committed perjury, he may do 
80 again, He should’ be’ severely pun- 
ished, says everybody ; but then he's a 
Swede, and no one has power over him. 
How these “ Foreigners from abroad,” as 
‘facetious friend of mine calls European 
continental people, escape from the punish- 
ment they deserve ; of course, I mean those 
with no Consuls or treaties. 

The Germans gave a most successful 
concert the other evening. This was not 
the usual free and easy with Lager beer, 
but very select, and graced by the pre- 
sence of the ladies. Some capital glees 
were sung, with vocal solos and duets, 
duet for vielin and piano, and piano forte 
xecital. The Community owe many 
thanks to the Germans, for the amusement 
they afford at these concerts. ‘The wea- 
ther is very changeablo at present, one day 
mild, and next’ bitterly cold. “Another 
smart shock of an earthquake has been 
felt. The ships of war in harbour at pre- 
sent are, English, Pearl, Adventure, 
Havoc; French Dupleix, Lucifer; American 
Idaho; Russian Idnaviek, 
9th March, 1870. 


Public Meetings. 


SHANGHAI GAS COMPANY. 
‘A urerixe of shareholders was held on the 
T7th instant. Present:—Messrs. Cameron, 
in the chair, Brand, Tootal, Tilby, Parker, 
J. Miller, Brandt, “Johnson, Gundry, R. 
Miller, Gamwell, Hogg, Dixwell, Purdon, 
Bissett, Michie, Cowie, Sir E. Hornby, 
Meade, Forbes, Seaman, 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
taken as read. 

‘The CmarmMan then read the report of 
the Directors and accounts for the year 
ended 3ist December, 1869. 

REPORT. 

Tho Directors have much satisfaction in 
placing in the bands of the SI holders the 
subjoined Statewent of accounts of the Com- 
pany for 1869. 

‘The net profits of the Year, after paying 


































interest on Debentures, are Tis, 25,502.73. ori 





\ the affairs of the Company have attained. 


this amount the Directors propose to apply 
Tis. 18.000 in payment of a Dividend of 12 per 
cent on paid up Cnpital, and to carry the 
balance of Tis. 7,520.73 to credit of Reserve 
and Depreciation Fund, thereby increasing the 
Fund to Tis. 20,913.85. 

Since lust General Meeting, the Shares then 
unallotted have all been taken up. By this 
accession of Capital the Company may be said 
to be entirely free from Del 
notice having been given to D 
that Debentures will be redeemed ow the first 
of April next. 

Looking to the position and prospects of the 
Coupany. the Directors are of opinion that the 
time hus arrived to make some reduction i 















lighting the settlement wi 
ry of the present contract, from’ $ 
$8.75 per lamp per month. With regard to 
te consumers, the Directors recommend a 
mt of $1 per 1,000 feet on the 
Rate of $4.50. from and after the 3ist 
In consequence of the absence from 
Messrs. Baker, Fenrot 
regretted death of Mr. Overwe 
will have to be appointed in their place. 
In the terms of the Deed of Settlement 
present Directors retire, but are eligible for 
election, 
















(Carrrat AccounT 51st Devembor, 1809. 
Dr. 


‘To Share Capital Account— 
1,800 Shares at Tis. 1 





By cort of Land and Bail 
1 ost of Plat. 


» Insurance, 8 months unexpired 15000 
3 Stocks ou hand—Fittings .... 10,952.38 
Coal Coke, Tar, de, 6,440.00 








16,0238 





1» Amounts due from Customers 
for Gas, Fittings, eta—se- 


142807 
7,383.37 








wre 


» Amounta remitted to England 
me 31,868.20 


for purchase of Fittings, ete, 
ie Brokers and in ted - 14,628.78 
J Amount deposited at : 

‘od Mercantile Bank of india, 
London and Chis 








Prorrt axp Loss Acorn. 
Dee. 31, 1869, Dr. 


To Balance of Profit 1868 carried 
fp lteervesnd Depreciation 









‘ture 
yy Bad Debts 2 
4) Office and SMiscollaneous Bxpensee:— 


ten off 
‘Printing, Advertising, 










Thea 
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By Balance of Proft as per last ascount... 

>» Profit ou Gas account for the year 1889. 
Do. on Sales of Fittings do, 


13,3082 





The Cuamman pursned—in rising to 
propose that the accounts be passed, and 
the Report of Directors be approved, I 
desire to congratulate the shareholders on 
the sound and prosperous position to which 


Teis now more than six years since some 
of us paid the first call on our shares, 
During that time the Company has passed 
Yhrough various vicissitudes of fortune. 
Three years ago it was loaded with a debt 
which seemed to be greater than could be 
borne. So much was this the case that 








the plant, in the spring of 1867, was on 
the point ‘of passing from the hands of the 





shareholders to meet the claims against the 
Company. This was the lowest point of 
the Company's fortune, and from this it hae 
fortunately been raised. It has now right- 
ed itself, and gone on steadily improv- 
ing, until, at last, we ean not only pay a 
fair Dividend and Jay by a sum against 
evil days, should they ever come; but at 
the same time make the public sharers in 
our prosperity. It is to be hoped that in- 











{| creased consumption of Gas will not only 


compensate for the reduced price we propose 
tomake, but justify us,atthe end of another 
year, in making the article of Gaslight a0 
cheap as to bring it within thereach of all 
classes of the Community. Indeed, I see 
little reason to doubt that we may, in a 
year or two more, be able to supply yas as 
cheaply in Shanghai as it is supplied in 
many towns of England. There is only one 
matter that 1 know of, which detracts 
from these congratulations on our position 
and prospects asa Company, and that is 
the many complaints made by consumers 
respecting irregularities in their bills, This 
matter had a fair share of discussion at 
thelast General Meeting, andI did hope 
we had heard the last of them. Our 
manager,at the request of the meeting, then 
drew up’a letter pointing out the many 
causes that contribute to make gas 
accounts probably the most difficult 
to regulate of any accounts I happen 
to know. This report was published in 
the Daily News of 28th May 1869. Now 
L venture to say there is not one per cent 
of these complaints, that is not capable of 
being satisfactorily referred to one or 
other, or several of these causes combined, 
Mistakes on the part of the Company's 
assistants may doubtlesssometimes happen; 
but these would, I believe, be found to be 
the exception. It will be among the 
first duties of the new Directors to examine 
anumber of these complaints, and I trust 
the results will bo not only to re- 
move any source of dissatisfaction on the 
part of Consumers, but. to provent the 
recurrence in of complaints in future. I 
beg to move 

‘That the accounts of the Compan: for 1869, 
be passed, andthe report of the Directors ap: 
proved. 

Mr. Toorat was glad to hear that ono of 
the first duties of the new Directors would 
to be enquire into the numerous complaints 
that were made by consumers, in regard to 
their accounts. These much required in- 
ection; for some of them were certainly 
plicable. His gate lamp, for example, 
had a metre to itself, burned $6.50 
orth of gas during the short summer 
nights; but during: the declining months 
of the year consumed a gradually declininj 
quantity, tilt came down, in October and 
November, to $3.50. With the assurance 
that the Directors would look into these 
matters, he had pleasure in proposing that 
the accounts he passed. 

‘Mr. Benvanp objected to the entire 
amount of profit being carried to Reserve 
Fund, as some among the ontstanding ac- 
counts might be bad, and these would then 
have to be treated as'a loss, in the accounts 
fornext yeat He proposed, therefore, that 
‘Tis. 20,000 should be placed against ‘eapi- 
tal account, reducing the estimated value 
of the stock to Tis. 130,000, which would 
be more commensurate with the actual 
valne of the plant. He thought it was a 
false idea to let property stand at more 
than it was worth; and the Land and 
Buildings were certainly not now worth, 
nor likely ever again to be worth, Tis. 
150,000. 

‘The Caarnwaw allowed that, if the plant 
were valued just now, it might nut prove 
worth its cost value.’ Still, Tis. 150,000 
was what it had cost, and it'was better to 
show this clearly 

‘Mr. F. B. Jouxson thought this was a 
mere matter of statementof account, which 
it was better to leave to the Directors to 
arrange as they pleased There were, how- 
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‘ever, one or two points on which he wish- 
ed to remark. The account merely showed 
“profit on gas for the year 1869.” He 
thought it would be better if a more de- 
tailed statement were given, showing the 
‘expenditute on staff, and for coal bought, 
and the gross receipts. At present, the 
Shareholders were unable to place any 
check on the outlay. He noticed a profit 
‘of Tis. 87 on the sale of fittings, which 
seemed very trifling. We all knew there 
was a great demand for fittings, and 
he thought the profit might be made much 
larger, With regard to the Chairman's 
remarks about complaints, he could not help 
fooling that, though the shareholders were 
going to receive a good dividend, it was 
A payment out of one pozket into the 
other. Though their position asa Com- 
pany was improving, their gas accounts 
were gradually increasing. He could 
speak for himself. For three years their 
consumption had been about $80 per 
month ; and last year it had reached $100. 
‘The Seoretary said the motre is infallible ; 
but he (Mr Johnson) could not agree ; and 
repeated that, what they received as share- 
holders, they were out of pocket as con- 
summers. 


‘The Caareaan replied, first, in regard 
to the accounts, it was a question whether 
it wero desirable to show too minutely how 
profits wero made. ‘The information might 
he employed against the Company's inte- 
rest, But any shareholder could see a full 
statement of accounts, by calling at the 
office. In regard to fittings, Mr. Johnson 
might not bo aware that the Company 
charged no profit, ‘The balance of Tis. 87 
arose fram tho fact that somo stock was, 
last yenr, rathor undervalued. Gas fitting 
was not properly the work of the Company, 
they undertook it becauso it encouraged 
consumers. As to complaints about bills, 
irectors could hardly be expected to 
explain all matters of tho kind at a public 
meeting. He might, however, say that all 
complaints which were in fnture sent in, 
would be carefully tested. Among many 
causes of variation in accounts, he would 
mention one—irregularity of the date on 
which the metre was registered. A differ- 
enco of two days in tho date of registering, 
would make a considerable difference in 
two accounts. If, for example, the account 
wore taken on the 2nd October, and again 
gan the 20th October that gare only 27 
days for October, but left 33 days each, for 
Soptomber and November. 


Sir E, Honwnr wotild be very inconsist- 
ent if he did not repeat a complaint he 
had made at each successive meeting, of 
the absonco of a clear and distinet Working 
account. He believed this was the only 
way to conciliato the sympathy of the 
public, Ho had never heard any reason 
against it, except the custom of other 
Shanghai Companies—to conceal the real 
state of their affairs. Thore was certainly 
no reason for such concealment in the caso 
of the Gas Company. It had a practical 
monopoly, and had very little to fear, 0 
long as it listoned to complaints and cured 
them. He repeated that he advocated the 

ublication of a cloar working account. 
The Directors, placed themselves in a faleo 
position, and laidtherselres open to many 
Gisagroeables, by not doing ao. In re- 
ference to the complaints that had been 
referred to, of inaccuracies in consumers’ 
counts, he must congratulate the Directors 
on their success in dealing with them. 
‘They seemed to have utterly disregarded 
them. With the exception of a public letter 
from their energetic Secretary, Mr. Mead, 
of which he (Sir B. H.) had not understood 
one word, all complaints had been ignored. 
Now, he did not think this ‘was a. proper 
state of things, It was not the duty of 
Directors to go into peddling matters of 
minute detail ; but neither was it right to 
overlook complaints so general and em- 
tic as had been mado in the matter at 

























































acy ‘Still loss was it right for the old i 


Directors to leave such a state of affairs for 
the new ones to remedy. 

‘Mr. Beran, in reply to Sir E. Hornby's 
remark about the accounts, said a working 
account had been drawn up, and could be 
seen on application to the Manager. It 
gave full details ; and it was only for the 
shareholders to pass a vote, if they wished 
such an account to be printed, in future. 

‘Mr. Cowre, in continuation of the sub- 
ject, asked whether any coke had been sold 
and how much ; and whether the proceeds 
were included in the Tis. 25,000; also in 
reference to the Tis. 7,400 ‘outstanding 
accounts.” Tt would be more satisfactory 
if it were shown what amount of this was 
considered good, bad or doubtful, accord- 
ing to the regular parliamentary form. 

Phe Caamuay said Tis. 3,100 worth of 
coke had been sold. The accounts were 
drawn up much as they had always been 
done. He did not think anything had 
been ever put down as doubtful; an 
amount must either be an asset or not- 
A large proportion of what appeared as 
outstanding, in the accounts, had been 
since collected. 

‘The resolution, passing the accounts, was 
then put and carried. 

Sir E. Honysy now rose to move, and 
Mr. F. B. Jonysow seconded. 

That, for the future, a full statement cf tl 
ngg ncconnt be ndded to the printed a 















Mr. J. T. Brann, before the resolution 
was put, wished to say that this wasa 
question’ which had been before the con- 
sideration of the Directors every year ; 
and he would ask Sir Edmund Hornby, 
instead of pressing it, to leavo tho matter 
for the now Directors to consider. ‘Thero 
were facts which it was better should not 
go into public print. But the information 
could be obtained by any shareholder, 
from tho office, at any tim 

Sir E. Hoxwny was very disinclined 
to embarrass the Directors in any way. But 
the fact that the question had been urged 
meeting after meeting, showed that it was 
desirable to take the senso of the share- 
holders upon it. It would fortify the 
Directors, if the result showed that it was 
the general wish the accounts should be 
published, instead of going on from year 
to year with the knowledge that sharehiol 
ers wero dissatisfied. It would be espe- 
cially satisfactory to those gentlemen who 
represented absent shareholders, to bo 
able to send home a detailed ‘account. 
‘There was a general feeling in England, 
that things were not very economically 
managed in Shanghai; and it would bo 
satisfactory to send home accounts showing 
that there was no undue extravagance. 

Mr. Porpow suggested that any ono 
could go to the office and copy any inform- 
ation he thought necessary, for this pur- 
pose. 

















E. Horwsy said that might practi- 
cally be a plea for not publishing any 
accounts atall. Of course, any one could 
go to the office, but_we knew that no one 
did. It was an invidious proceeding ; a3 
it looked as though we went there to find 
fault. And few cared to take the trouble. 
Mr. Jounsox could not understand the 
objection to publishing the accounts. 
Every one knew the price of gas, and every 
one knew the price of coal ; all that re- 
mained, was the cost of working. He 
thought, if the Directors called the share- 
holders into their counsels, they would 
often get good suggestions. ‘He could not 
conceive why the, Directors should be a- 
fraid topublish the accounts, If there were 
arival company, he should say disguise 
these detaile; but there was none. 
‘Mr. Mrcnre agreed that a working ac- 
count should be published ; a Gas Company 
was 0 different from any’ other company 
in China, that he could not see why they 
should not publish every detail. At any 
rate, they could try fora year, and if it did 
harm, the practice could be discontinued. 





Mr. Cowre was also in favour of the re- 
solution. The only danger that could be 
apprehended was, the showing that gas 
was profitable. But every schoolboy knew 
the manufacture of gas did yield a great 
profit. 

‘Mr. Brsserr, in reply to a remark by Mr. 
Brand, said that it was the custom with 
Home companies to give every detail. 

‘The resolution was then carried. 

‘Mr. Drewent next proposed and Mr. 
Tuay seconded. 

‘That sir EB. Hornby, Me 
JT 









that Mr. Julius Bernard be re-appointed andite 
This was also carried, and Dr. PAxker 

next proposed and Mr. Cowrs seconded. 
‘That a smn of is. 1,500 be paid out of the 

profits of the i 

ced ut the ge 

their services dai 

that a fee ot Ts. 

















ast three yeurs, 
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lence followed the proposal 
of this resolution, 

After a pause, Mr. Mromte asked how 
many meetings the Directors had had, last 
year. 

‘The Cmatnwan replied—one a month, 

After a farther panse, the resolation was 
put to the meeting and, nemine contradi- 
conte, was declared cazried. 

Mr. Branp had now to propose amo- 
tion which he thought would commend it- 
self to the good senso of the meeting. ‘They 
were now working steadily, and he thought 
they should get their dividends steadily. 
With this view, ond to emulate the exam- 
ple of another great company, which was 
not a rival, he proposed that the Directors 

hould be ‘enpowered to declare dividends 
at the rate of 12 per cent per annum, on 
the Ist of July and the Ist Jany. Of course 
it would be in their discretion to withhold 
payment, if the profits of the half year did 
not justify them in declaring a dividend. 

‘Mr. Jounsoy seconded the proposal ; 
but in doing so, would remark that it 
imposed a good deal of responsibility on 
the Directors, lest they should declare a 
dividend out of capital. With the Reserve 
Fund now in hand, they might be in a po- 
sition to declare a dividend, so far as cash 
amets go; but set it might not be wise to 
do s0, having regard to the profits made, 

Mr, Tiuey proposed that meetings should 
be held half yearly. 

‘Mr. J. I. Mruuee said that would merely: 
entail double work on the staff, which it was 
an object to keep down, in order to snvo 
expense. If the Directors were not in a 
position to declare a dividend, they would 
not do so. The resolution only authorised, 
it did not direct them, to do so. 

‘Mr. Cowre asked whether the change 
would not interfere with Clause 35 of the 
Deed of Settlement. 

‘The Cuarrwan thought Mr. Cowie was 
straining the interpretation of the Clause. 
This said that the Directors could declare 
a dividend with the consent of the sharo- 
holders. They did not propose to do other- 
wise. They asked that consent now. 

‘Mr. Cowie still thought they had no 
power to act as the resolution proposed. 

‘Mr. Buaxo thought that this general 
meeting could authorise the measure. Be- 
sides, they would have the services of Sir 
E. Hornby on the Board, and would bo 
well advised in regard to their power. 

‘Mr. Cowre admitted that it was a great 
advantage to have Sir E. Hornby as a 
Director ; but they must remember, if the 
question had to be tried in Court: 

Sir E. Horssy would of course not try 
case where a Company in which he was 
a Director, was concerned. It would come 
before the Assistant Judge. 

‘Mr Cowre had meant that, while it was 
an advantage to have Sir Edmund as a Di- 
rector, there was the possible disadvantage 
of losing his services as Judge. 
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‘Mr. Tins again renewed his sugzestion 
that a meeting should be held, and ac- 
counts published half yearly. The Deed 
of Settlement evidently contemplated such 
a proceeding, as it provided that meetings 
should be held once a year, at the least. 

Mr. Muter said Gas Companies differed 
much from Steamer and other Companies, 
which were liable to fluctuation, aud it 
was not essential, as in their case, to have 
half-yearly accounts. 

Mr. Toorat suggested that they might 
call a half-yearly meeting, for the mere 
purpote of sanctioning a dividend, without 
publishing accounts. 

After some further conversation, the ‘ro- 
solution was put and carried, in the follow- 
ing form. 

‘That the Directors be empowered to declare, 
in fature, nterim dividend if they shall 
deem it advisable. 

Mr. Mics had understood the Chair- 
man to hold out a prospect of some fur- 
ther reduction in the price of gas. Might 
ie ask when that might be hoped for? 

‘The Cuarmman could not commit him- 
self toa distinct promise ; but if things 
went on as satisfactory as hitherto, he 
hoped they might be able to make a further 
reduction at the next Annual Meeting. 

‘Mr. Map added that the question was 
almost wholly one of the price of coal. 

‘Mr. Top suggested whether it would 
not be more convenient to make thi 
counts in taels, instead of dollars ; 
seemed to be great loss on the exchange. 

‘The Cuarmax feared it would be much 
more inconvenient to get the taels. 

‘The meeting then broke up, with a vote 
of thanks to the Chairman and retiring 
Directors. 



































THE SHANGHAT CLUB. 


‘A well attended meeting of members 
took placo on the 18th instant, Mr. F. B. 
Johnson in the Chair. 

‘All arrangements connected with the 
transfer of the Club building, from the o1 

inal proprietors to the Recreation Fun 
fieving been arranged, this meeting ‘was 
called to settle the terms on which the 
Club should be carried on. 

‘The Cuarmwax said they wero all met 
together another time, to settle the much 
‘vexed question of the regeneration of the 
Shanghai Club ; and he hoped they had 
met, with a determination, not to offer every 








possible opposition, but’ with a firm de- | j 


termination to try to reconcile the different 
interests. All agreed that the Club was 
necessary ; and he thought it was generally 
agreed that it should be organised on the 
broadest possible basis—that exclusion 
should be the exception, and inclusion the 
rule. If this were the general view, this 
was the only building in Shanghai, in 
which such a Club as was desired could be 
held. If this were given up, several bi 
ings would be necessary, and several Clnbs 
formed, which would perhaps be very ex- 
elusive and very aristocratic but not at al 

factory. He had spoken so far, as 
member. As a trustee of the Recreation 
Fund, he must add that they could not 
afford tolet the building, unless they had 
some fund on which to rely—some surplus 
over aud above their outgoing expenses, 
to enable them to reduce the mortgage. 
Else, the functions of the Trustees would 
cease, from the absence of a Fund. So 
that, ‘unless the community were prepared 
to make terms, they would feel obliged to 
sell the building and furniture, to pay off 
their debt. With these remarks, he would 
call on Mr. Groom, who, he believed, was 
prepared to place before them a scheme 
which he had no doubt would meet with 
approval. 

Mr. Gnoow said the scheme which had 
been struck out for carrying on the Club, 
‘on a new basis, was one Which had been a 
matter of considerable discussion among 
those acquainted with and interested in its 


























working. He had hoped Mr. Forbes would 
be present to help him in explaining certain 
figures which they had together drawn up. 
‘The difficulty which they had principally 
tocontend with, was that of antagonism 
between shareholders and members. It was 
admitted to be impossible to carry on the 
Club, with these conflicting interests. The 
opinion of the members was clearly ex- 
pressed, that they wished to have the Club 
in their own hands, though without any 
responsi Tt had been very generally 
stated that, if these were not relieved of 
responsibility, the Club would split up, 
other buildings would be leased, and the 
present institution would fall to the ground. 
‘Phere could however be no question that 
very few buildings were so suitable as the 
present, and all would regret to see an in- 
stitution such as this had become, wiped 
out. In this view, a memo. putting the 
scheme in a clear light, had been drawn up 
and laid for some days on the Club table. 
The chicf difficulty was in getting rid 
of personal responsibility. If the mem- 
bers were to rent the building, there must 
be acertain amount of personal responsi- 
; aud they must buy furniture, 
billiard tables &e, which could only be 
done by raising a large sum in entrance 
fees, among the members. He knew, also, 
that there was a strong feeling that the 
Recreation Fund should not be allowed to 
get any surplus; but, before he read the 
Scheme which he had to propose, he would 
remark that whatever money the Recrea- 
tion Fand might receive, would be expend- 
ed for the benefit of the Wublic The 
Trustees could have no other wish than to 
see the Fund out of its difficulties, and 
thus to promote the public benefit. "Sup- 
Ppoting, for example, that the theatre were 
urned down, would it be possible, at 
Present, in Shanghai, to raise Tis: 6,000 to 
rebuild it? He thought certainly not, and 
this was an instance why it was desirable 
to have some public fund to fall back on. 
He would now read the following memo- 
randum, which had been lying for some 
days on the Club Table, as well a memo- 
randum by Mr. Forbes, which explained 
more fully the scheme now advocated. 

‘The Recreation Fund Trustees hi 
come the proprietors of the Shanghai 
fu are willing to allow the 
members, provided that about 240 continue 
ug subscription at the present rites; they 
Recreation Fund Trastees) taking, in liew 
of rental, the subscriptions fees of new 
members, and rent of exts 
jortgage of the Bai 

taxes aud a proportion of 
the Secretary's salary. 

Under this arrangement, the working of the 
Club would be wrranged by a committee of 
members, and in the eveut of a deficiency arising 
‘herefrom, any surplus accruing to the Trastees 
from excess of wubscripti diture 
incurred, would be a ing it. 

‘The Recreation Fund budget is estimated at 
‘an income of $15,840 against a ible ex. 
penditure of $11,340 leaving an estimuted ba- 
Inuice of $4,500 to be upplied to payment of in- 
rest on the amount of the monies expended on 
¢ Club, Tle. 4600 (amount of advance to 
iareholders now tal by the Fund) 
should it not be required for supplying any de- 
ficiencies on the working of the Clat 

‘The Club members budget is estimated at an 
income of about $12,000 against an expendi 
ture of $11,000, 

[ye have not space to reprint the whole 
of Mr. Forbes’ memo ; but the gist of it 
may be summed up as follows 

‘That the Recreation Fund will be res- 
ponsible for the debts, expenses and repairs 
of the building. 

‘The members will have Club Rooms and 
Farniture, with no responsibility save for 
current wages and expenses, over which 
they themselves exercise the whole control. 

rrovision is made for relief from the 
Recreation Fund, in case the Club does not 
prosper, and for a return of surplus sub- 
scriptions to the members. 

The Club furniture will in time belong 
tothe members. =~ 































































































‘The members are guaranteed against a 
sale of the building without their consent. } 

Tt was true, exception might be taken to 
some of his figures, though he thonght they 
were fairly accurate. If must be remem- 
bertd that the total outlay on the mem- 
bers’ side of the account, was only $12,200, 
and their income was estimated at about 
the same amount. And, should their in- 
come fall short, they had the R. F.Trustees’ 
gnarantee to make any falling off good, 
to the extent of $4500. Of course, objec- 
tion might be made to his estimate of the 
income, but though figures might vary, he 
did not think it would be.found mucht ou 
One privilege members gained was, that 
they retained the use of the whole Slub. 
If it were desired to give a public ent 
tainment, they ‘the best rooms in 
Shanghai at their disposal. The Dining 
room would be reserved for members alone; 
and in any other case, it would difficult to 
maintain this seclusion. There had_ been 
a good deal of talk about the impossibility 
of making the dining room pay ; but other 
places paid, and he did not see why th 
Should not. He had ascertained that the 
rent of the Carlton room was Tis. 100 per 
mensem. It was very odd if, with tho 
large patronage of the Club, they could 
not derive arent of $1,000 ‘a year. He 
knew, also, that there was a feeling that 
the Club could do with fewer rooms. ‘This 
might be. But if the rooms could be kept, 
the Club would be more comfortable and, 
in the end, more succesful. Of course it 
was very difficult for any one to back lim 
(Mr. G.) up in the figures, unless they had 






































gone thoroughly into them. He only ask- 
ed the members to give the scheme a trial. 
If his figures did not come out, it wonld 


be time, then, to give up the plan. Bnt 
if they could keep the Club on its present 
footing, it would be better. 

‘Mr. Ropixsox did not quite underatand 
the project. It appeared that the ways 
and means were to go to the Recreation 
Fund ; but how was the Club Committee to 
work without funds? 

‘Mr. Grooxs said the Club Committeo was 
responsible only for actual working ex- 
penses. 

‘The Cuarnuax was informed by tho S 
cretary, that there was a working balunce 
hand. 

‘Mr Groow was sure the Recreation Fund 
would not object to let a portion of tho 
subscription fees remain in the hands of 
the Cluh Committee, for a longer or shorter 
period. ‘This was a mere of adjust 
ment of accounts. One objection which he 
had heard brought forward was—why not 
lease a portion of the building to the Club? 
But the reason why this scheme had been 
got up, was to get rid of this objection, In 
that care, somebody must become responsi- 
ble for the rent; somebody must sign a 
lease ; and it had been given as tho ex- 
press wish of the members, that thero 
should be no personal responsibility. 

‘After some further discussion, Mr. D. 
Rew proposed and Mr. Lirriz seconded. 

‘That the members of the Clob recept the 
offer of the Recreation Fund. ‘Trustees for on 
year, upon the terms set forth in the j, 
Memorandum of Mr. Groom and Mr. Forbes, 
subject to ile being worked out in detail by 
Committee of Members to be appointed, und 
who would act as a Managing Committee for 
the year. 

Mr. Rontxsox asked, supposing the reao- 
lution were agreed to, ‘did there not seem 
to be some discrepancy betmeen the writ- 
ten schome, and Mr. Groom's explanation. 
‘The former stated that entrance fees and 
subscriptions were to go to the Recreation 
Fund Trustees. If, however, the latter were 
willing, as Mr. Groom stated, to let the 
members work with the funds, and pay over 
the balance, there would be no difficulty. 

Mr. Groom thought there was no real 
difference between the written scheme and 
that which he had explained. The funds 
were divided into two parts. The R. F, 









































estimate that thoy will have saurplus of 
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$4,500, and say that, if the members 
fall short, they will make up any defi- 
ciency to the extent of $4,500. The ques- 
tion of allowing the members the use of 
funds, was a mere detail of working. It 
was impossible to set such minutice of 
account prominently forward, in preparing 
a general scheme. 

‘Mr. MacDovate said that. if the resolu- 
tion were passed, it was tantamount to an 
agreement to pay §15,000a year, rent; and 
he contended that no Club paying such a 
rental could be successfully carried on, in 
Shanghai. The Reform Club, in London, 
did not cost 20 much. 

‘Mr. Roprysow asked, if the receipts of 
the Recreation Fund proved insufficient 
to pay Ground Rent, taxes, and other 
working expenses, would the Trustees look 
to the members of the Club, to make good 
the difference. 

Mr. Groot said their course, if they saw 
the number of members falling below wha 
was necessary to pay expenses, would be 
to close the Club. It was very easy to 
raise objections to a scheme, as impractica- 
ble; but it was less easy to draw up a 
more feasible one. The one laid before 
the mecting was the one which commend- 
ed itself to its promoters. If any one else 
could propose a better, he was sure the 
Reoreation Fund Committee would be glad 
to try it. 

Mr. Ropixsoy said that, on the con- 
trary, they were trying to deal with the 
present scheme. He would only propose 
an addendum to the resolution, stating ex- 
plicitly what Mr. Groom implied 

It being understood that the Trustees of the 
Recreation Fund will, under no cireumstances 
make any claim upon the Members of the Club, 
beyond the amount of their subscriptions, 

‘Mr, Lrrrce said all the Recreation Fund 
wanted, was the subscriptions and entrance 
feos 














ho Cuarmwan added—it had been ox- 
plained that the Recreation Fund Trustees 
were not prepared to enter on the arrange- 
ment, unless there were acertain number 
‘of members’ names on the list. 

Mr. Renvte said, if Mr. Robinson’s ad- 
dendum were adopted, there ought to be 
another one, providing that, if the num- 
ber of members full below 200, the Recre- 
ation Fund Trustees should have the right 
to close the Club at a quarter's notice. 

After some further discussion, the amend- 
ed resulution was put to the meeting and 
carried, against one dissentient. 

Mr. 'Fornes next proposed and Mr. 
Renwre seconded. 

Th he event of the umount of members’ 
subscriptions nnd entrance fees falling below 
ally necessary to provide for the ex- 
ture of the Club, he ‘Trustees of the Re- 
ion Fund alll betnt liberty to terminate 
the agreement on giving n quarters’ notice, 
‘This was put to the mecting, but lost. 

‘Tho Cuarstaw pointed out that the re- 
solution merely put forward more promi 
nently, what had been already agreed to in 
the former resolution. It was stated, in 
the scheme there referred to, that the Re- 
creation Fund Trustees would only let the 
Club, if about 240 members continued to 
their subscription. 

Mr. Lirrix thought the objectors only 
wanted to demonstrate that it was not the 
custom of tenants, to put into a lease terms 
operating against’ themselves. 

‘Mr. Haxcock next proposed and Mr. 
Rew seconded. 

‘That the following gentlemen be appointed 
2Coi the scheme proposed 
in the fore ious, with power to fill 
up any vacancies in their number which may 
oveur—Mesers. Reunie, Maclean, Jellicoe, 
Little, Ashton, Geary, Wheeler, J.'I. Miller, 
J.T. Brand, Hyslop, Robinson, R. Miller, 
‘Hoppius, John Thorne. 

This was also carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. Tare, asa member of the old bal- 
loting Committee, asking what balloting 
arrangements were to prevail in future. 












































Mr. Groom explained that it was pro- 
posed to revise the Club Rules ; and sug- 
gested that, in the meantime, it should be 
understood the new Committee and the 
old Balloting Committee would act to- 
gether. 





THE HONGKONG FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


The ordinary meeting of the above Com- 
pany was held on the 10th instant, at the 
offices of the General Managers, pursuant 
to notice. Hon. W. Keswick, in the chair. 

‘fhe Cuarmaax said ho hoped the re- 
port which was on the table would meet 
the approval of the shareholders. As men- 
tioned in it, the General Managers consi- 
dered the position of the company very 
satisfactory, and he had only to propose 
that the Reports and Accounts, as submit- 
ted, be passed. 





maPoRr. 

Tum General Managers have much pleasure 
in submitting to the Shareholders the annexed 
Report of the business of the Company for the 
year ending 31st December, 1869, shewing, 
‘after de‘uction af all Preliminary expenses, 
claims, current expenses, and interest at the 
rate of 12 per cent per annum to Shareholders, 
a balance in favor of the Compans, exclusive of 
Capital, of $230,142.08, in addition to wi 
interest if calculated to 31st December. 1869, 
on fixed deposits, would show $22,27 
make the total sum at credit of the Company 
$252,420.90. 

‘The result shown by these Sigares is highly 
sntisfuctory, and from the growing favor in 
which the Company is everywhere held, and 

ie large bonus which contributing Sharehiold- 
ers aro likely to receive, which must prove an 
incentive to increased support, there is every 
prospect of the business continuing to extend, 
notwithstanding the establishment of two new 
local Offices, with whom it will be the endeavor 
of this Company to work in harmony, in order 
to preserve to local enterprise ‘the important 
Dusiness which.the extension of trade in China 
and Japan is every day developing. 

In accordance with the provisions of the 
Articles of Association, the term of Office of the 
Present Conmlting Committee, consisting of 
Messrs, G. F. Heard, J. Berwick, R. Rowett, 
8. D. Sassoon und J. F. Buxey. expires on the 
10th March, the date of the first ordinary meet- 
ing, the whole of whom offer themselves for 
election. 

Since the date of the Accounts, a sum of 
$66,000 ins been placed with the Oriental 
Bauk Corporation on Fixed Deposit, leaving 
undisturbed in the other Banks the sums on 
Fixed Deposit mentioned in the Accounts now 
submnitted. 






































‘Gmonthe’ interest 20 31st December, 1869, 


‘oa the PaisapCapital,. 
Sundry Accounts uncollected, 
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& 
By Cash in Current and Deposit Accounta— Dollars 
"With the livngtoog and Shang 
hai Banking Corporation, oo 
Fired Depot. 


Anstralia and China, of 
Fired Deposit, 


400,000.00 












vin en Cort 

wn ene some nn 
i ete al Soy 
iets ce 


By Accounts Recs bec ases 
13,40099 
3,000.00 
rear 
‘$000,302.07 











=o 
ee 
‘To Profit on Shares. — 7 
Fig Sai wa wo 
3Shares forfeited with First 
Paldup and ¢ mont 









ferest t0 20¢h June, 196% and 








resold at 170 premium... $28.00 
ne 1,868.00 

To Transfer Account — 
“Transfer Fees collected during the yew... 175.90 
To Exchange Account atti 


For Balance of sane... 





By Charges Acconnt, 
‘Salaries of Assistants, .. 






By Fire Brigale 
‘Cost of Maint 
Reut of Bugine li 





By Prelizninary Expenses. 
‘Legal Expenses forming Company, Print 
‘Ec, 5,148.20 


yearfor Reinsurance, 8,120.40 





"or Gommiaon on, Prem coletl in 
Sgkong and ut the Braucley 
By Interest Acwoant, om 
"For raterest on Paid-up Capital 
“$200,000 month tooth 





15,991.76 












By Account of Loses. 
For Losses and Claims, 
By Balance trausferred as alove,.. 1 


‘The Chairman's resolution was seconded 
by Mr. Hanr, and carried unanimously. 

‘The Cuarnsay then said that a duty de- 
yolved upon them in connection with the 
favourable results of the year’s busine: 
and that was to thank the Fire Brigado for 
the eflicient services they had rendered. 
On several occasions, the company had 
had been indebted to them for averting 
serious loss, which, but for their efforts, 
must have arisen ; and he had much plea 
sure in proposing a special vote of than! 

‘This resolution was carried by acclatna- 
tion. 

‘Mr. Portarp then proposed that the 
shareholders should recompense the Con- 
sulting Committee, who had been at yor 
great exertions, in laying out the busines 
on the satisfactory basis on which it now 
stood. He thought it would not be too 
much to propose a sum of $5,000, or $1,000 
each. 

This resolution was seconded by Mr. 
Laxpszzrs, and carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. Bexioa then proposed that the 
sum of $1,000 be voted to Mr. Jukes, and 
this being seconded by Mr. Laxpsrery, was 
also earried unanimously. 

The Cuarrmay noticed that the next 
business was the election of the Consulting 
Committee, intimating thatthe present mem- 
bers offered themselves for re-election; and 
at the proposal of Mr. Coxoy, seconded by 
Mr. Mexcuens, they were uuanimously re- 
elected. 

At the proposition of Mr. Portarp, se-_ 
conded by Mr. Sassoox, the present au- 
ditors were also re-elected. 

‘The Cuarnaan having announced that 
this concluded the business which the 
Committee had to bring forward— 

Mr. Potzarp said that he would like to 
bring forward a matter, not as a proposition 
but merely as a suggestion to the Commit- 
tee and General Managers, namely, whe- 
ther it would not be advisable to get out 
a floating steam fire engine, such as there 
was at present on the Thames. Experience 
had shown that one engine had always to 
be taken away, when a fire occurred, to 
pump up the water in order to fill up the 
other engines, which would be unnecessary 
if a floating engine, such as he suggested, 
were procired. Ho understood it would 
cost little more than the land steam engines. 
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He would suggest that the Committee 
might propose to the government and the 
other Insurance offices to share in the ex- 
pense. 

‘The Caarnman ‘said there was no doubt 
as to great advantage of the plan proposed, 
but he thought it was rather the duty of 
the Government, than of the Fire Offices, 
to obtain a floating engine. The Govern- 
ment now charged a Fire Rate, and it was 
understood at the time the tax was laid on, 
that the engines required would be obtain- 
ed at the Governmentexpense. He, there- 
fore, thought it would be a mistake for the 
company to move too quickly. At the 
same time, it was necessary for them to 
protect their property, and the managers 
would be glad to do what was required, in 
the event of the Government not carrying 
the matter out. 

No further suggestions being made, the 
Cuamsan declared that the meeting was 
resolved into an extraordinary meeting, 
convened according to notice, to pass & 
resolution enabling the funds to be invest- 
ed in additional sources to those hitherto 
available. He explaiued that the money 
came in rapidly, and it was difficult to find 
means of investing it at full rates. Depo- 
sits were from time to time made in the 
Banks, but the rate received was not such 
‘an could be obtained elsewhere on undoubt- 
d security. ‘The powers of the investment 
were limited by Sec. 2, of Art. 95 of the 
articles of the Company, to certain classes 
of investment, but in’ addition to these 
there were many offering, of undoubted 
security, ‘The Consulting Committee con- 
sisted of five, and this would be sufficient 
guarantee that there would be no risk in 
giving greater latitude to their discretion; 
and he would therefore put the resolution 
hefore the shareholders, namely : 

“The the Regulations of the Honkong Fre 
Insurance Compnny, Limited, be altered, by Sec+ 
tion 2. of Artivle No. 95, of the Articles of the 
Company, being expunged from the Regulations 
of the Compnny, und the Regulution in the 
words following being substituted in liew and 
exclusion thereof, that ix to 

19, They may invest, at the direction and 
with the approval of the Consulting Committee, 
the Funds of the Company in or upon English, 
Indian, of Hongkong “Government Stocks. 
Bonds, or Funds, upon Mortgage of Leasehold 
property in Hongkong, or on Real or Lexselold 
property at Shanghai, or in or upon deposits or 
lonns ut interest to the Banks established at 
Hongkong, or upon such other valid aud suf- 
Beient security asthe Consulting Committee 
sunll, by Resolution at n Committee Meeting, 
select and approve of, and they many from time 
tu time convert or realize the sawe ns occasion 
requires. 

And that this Resolution, from and after the 
due passing thereof, be numbered ns, and be the 
‘Second Section of the Ninety-fifth Article of 
the Article of Association of this Company. 

‘Phis being seconded by Mr. Bel 









































carried unanimously ; and the meeting 
separated after the usual compliment to 
the chair.—(Daily Press.) 
————————— 
: Correspondence. 





qe cuaracter “I” ac 
To the Eititor of the 
Nonra-Cacxa Henan. 

My Dear Str,-—It may be interesting 
to know what is the real state of feeling 
among high and low provincial officers in 
China, towards foreigners, in their quiet 
moments. 

The 7 Ban-yang-hien- 
che, or “The Annals of the districts of 
Hanyang,” having been carefully revis- 
ed, was officially published as a ry KR 


Kwan-pan, or JE AX Kung-pan, with 
the date of September, 1868, accurding 
to Christian calculation. 

The book, bound in two lots, in the 
usual boards, came into my possession 

















last year, as soon as procurable. It con- 
sists of twenty-eight chapters, bound into 
twenty books, with maps, plans and plates 
relating to the topography of the district. 
Here itis perhaps worth while to add 
that, with all deference to Mr. Wylie and 
other authorities, these Chi-shu have more 
the character of memorials, or records, 
as the name properly signifies. They give 
such accounts of men and things as are 
intended to sssist the officials, who are 
necessarily foreign to the places they gov- 
ern, in the “knowledge” of che Fu, or the 
Bien. More than twice as much of these 
books, as a rule, refers to chronography 
&c., as to topography. The names of all the 
high provincials, local mandarins, literary 
officials and local scholars are appended to 
the work, as revised, superintended or com- 
piled by them; thus giving the work the 
character of a carefully and anthoritatively 
prepared book. On the 9th page of tho 5th 
chapter, un accountis given of a small hill on 
the Yangtsz river, some forty or more li from 
Hankow. It is said to be about 100 chang 


high, and is called Jo @F [[J, Ta-kiun- 
shan, from its connection with some of the 
‘campaigns of the period of the San-kwoh- 
chi. It is therein recorded that, in the 
Year 1863, certain barbarians of the English, 
French, American and Russian races, ¥i 
ed this hill, planted a mast, or flagstaff, 
and then proceeded to bore the ground 
with a jointed screw, after having, as they 
say, cast the instrument in a’ furnace 
erected on the spot. The large round hole 
which they made, is said to have grown, by 
the end of two years, to the extent of more 
than 30 chang in depth. At the time of 
boring this hole, certain noises and convul- 
sions were observed in the neighbourhood. 
On this coming to the knowledge of a re- 
tired official, he proceeded to investigate 
the matter. "He had the borer thrown into 
the river, and gave it as his opinion that, as 
the hill was connected with the guardi 
by some old 
whole country uf Hukwang, and its proces- 
sion to Auman, it was a scheme of the 
barbarians to destroy the good luck of the 
whole country. He urged the necessity of 











































vere duly informed of this, and the metro- 
politan boards were moved to issue « per- 
petual prohil against any return of 
the barbarians to this place. 

have given but a rough translation of 
the passage, which contains the offensive 
word Hy, I, four times. According to the 
5ist article of the British Treaty of 1858 
“Ttisagreed that henceforward the character 
BG, 1, (barbarian) shall not be applied 
to the government or subjects of Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty, in any Chinese official 
document issiied by the Chinese authori- 
, either in the capital, or in the 
” It is probable that the Chis 
officials did not expect that this passage, in 
the heart of such a voluminous production, 











would ever be sighted by foreigners. The j 


opportunity of throwing dirt on the hated 
intruder” could not be lost. In a private 
interview about other matters, with H_E. 
the Tautai here, whose name is afixed to 
the work, as the then acting Treasurer of 


Hupeh province, his H. E. promised to | 


have the work recalled, revised, and the 
offensive blocks for the two pages replaced. 
I told him that, as 1 had come to Hankow 
about that time, Ifelt the insult to be 
particularly offensive. 

So much for the observance of old 
Treaties, and the ratification of revised 
ones, us before the people of China. 

Perliaps it was one of Mr. Burlingame’s 
“shining crosses” on the hills of China, 
which these gentlemen were preveuted 
from erecting ! 

Yours truly, 
¥. Porrer Suir. 


Hankow, February 28th 1870. 


MEMO. ON THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE 
‘YANG-KING-PANG AND HONGQUE SET- 
TLEMENTS AT SHANGHAI. 


However justly the foreign residents in 
Shanghai may boast of the social institutions 
they have called into being, of the wealth and 
‘importance ofthe port, of the failitie for trade 

for the despatch ‘of every description of 
public business, and lastly of the favourable 
comparisons that may be drawn between their 
records of crime and those of other places, they 
have little reason to congratulate themselves 
apes the sanitary condition of the settlements. 
‘They are indeed exceptionally unfortunate in 
this respect. They live amid conditions emi- 
nently unfavourable to health and longevity. 
‘The elements of disease and death lurk in the 
air they breathe and in the water they: driuk. 
All are subjected to buneful climatic influences 
the fierce heat of the summer sun, and the 
sudden and unexpected changes of tempera- 
ture, while the population afloat have in addi- 
tion to contend with the ills inseparable from 
uncontrolled brothels, and low’ grog-shops 
wherein, despite Municipal supervision, ex- 
ecrable ‘liquor is sold in large quantities. 
Within the foreign limits there are many things 
detrimental to health which will be noticed 
farther on. But besides these, the settlements, 
it is to be remembered, are surrounded by 
recking fiekis covered from time to time. with 
human’ excreta, In their immediate neigh- 
vourhood stands a filthy native city contami 
nating both nir and water, and forming a nest 
wherein contagious diseases are generated and 
whence they are disseminated. ‘The stately 
foreign hongs are built on an alluvial plain, or 
in other words on a mud-flat, which renders 
efficient drainage all but. impossible, ‘There 
aro no wells whence to derive pure water, and 
in some neighbourhoods the crowding of native 
dwellings imports into the very center of the 
foreign community, the horrible conditions that 
prevail in native cities and villages. And then 
again self interest does not here, as in western 
countries, dictate the adoption of hygienic 
measures. At home, the gain or saving of ex- 
pense to the individual proprietor of houses, 
‘accruing from a neglect of sanitary precautions, 
is balanced by the odium of publie opinion, and 
by the discontent of the sufferers in cases 
where the law is powerless to operate. But 
here the ignorance and filthy tastes and habits 
of the Chinese render them utterly careless as 
to whether or not measures are adopted to pre- 
serve health, Indeed they are rather disposed 
to resent such precautions as are taken, as. 
though they constituted an unwarrantable ‘in- 
terference with their rights. Yot even here it 
is possible to combat sickness in its countless 
forms, and literally to choose between. health 
and disease. I have little doubt that the 
will shortly arrive when the growing extent 
and importance of the settlements will induce 
the public toappoint a properly qualified healthy 
officer, through whose exertions alone thess 
indications can be fulfilled. But whether with 
or without a health officer, the Muni 
Council, as the local legislative body, is bound 
to take, and does.even now to a greater or less 
| extent take, under its control, the department 
of Public Medicine, For Pul i 
| State Medicine,” as the term 
more it ng organisations, 
than a definite legislation by the governin 
body for the health of all its members. An 
indeed a public corporation can exercise no 
more important function than the enforcement 
of aduo attention to hygiene on the part of 
those whose conduct as it re gards the public 
it has to regulate, For its own share it has to 
superintend drainage, to remove filth from 
streets, thoroughfares, dwellings and, ina word, 
| from all places where its presence would neces- 
| sarily be hurtful, and to supply pure water as 
plentifully as possible, A. panic under the i 
: vasion of a formidable evidemic, affords the 
| most favourable opportunity for introducing. 
| sanitary reforms ofall kinds, but it should not 
be necessary in the cate of so intelligent a 
| community as that of Shanghai, to wait for 
jsuch an emergency. The immediate object 
| should be to remove all thinzs likely to abate 
' health, even though certain of them may not 
actually cause disease, and on the other hand 
to encourage all things likely to sustain health, 
leven though certain of them may not hav 
auy actual effect upon the rise or_ progress of 
disease. Tt is a serious consideration that the 
chief causes of sickness are—a. Contagion ; 
b. Deficient water supply, including impurity 


| i the supply 5 ¢. Defective drainage, including 
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ineuch a place as Shanghai, the existence of 
malarious exhalations from’ the wet ground ; 
d, overcrowding, and defective ventilatio 
¢, Prolonged retention of the dead before buri- 
al. All these are strictly within the control 
‘of a municipal corporation supplied with suffi- 
cient funds to carry its resolutions into effect. 
Tt may be laid down as a well ascertained fact 
that cholera is absolutely preventible by 
means of sanitary precautions, and the same 
may toa very considerable extent be asserted 
of all zymotic diseases. As an example I 
would adduce the instance of Liver il, Which 
during the past two years witnessed. a’ steady 
but rapid decrease in its death rate and sick- 
nos return, there being for that period no ex- 
cess of deaths from zymotic diseases. And 
this satisfactory change progressed pari pasau 
vith the adoption of sanitary measares on an 
extended scale. 

‘With these introductory remarks I beg to 
resent the special aubjects of this memoran- 

um. 

Coxprriow ov tae Orry ax Crry Drreet = 
This has much morethan an indirect influence 
‘on the health of the settlement, and s consi- 
Aeration of it is therefore not out of place. In- 
deed it would be difficult to overestimate the 
effect that may at any moment be produced by 
the materiei morbi that are constantly being 
generated in the city and m¢ During the 
‘summer months, and to a less extent during the 
cold weather, the condition of things within 
the walls is’ truly awful. Every street is 
broken up at short intervals to it of the 
construction of open privies, the contents of 
Which are allowed to) secummulate until, they 
acquire what is considered the proper degree 
of maturation, Should they be liled to. over- 
flowing before that period arrives, they are al- 
Jowed to spread their overflow over the street 
in the vicinity, the filth frequently extending 
to the very thresholds of the opposite houses. 
And all this is permitted without any attempt 
to remedy so pestilent, so glaring a nuisance, 
without any regard to’ the intolerable stench 
produced, or to the effect of the sun streaming 
its rays upon these enormous cesspools, Even 
the butchers hang their meat for sale in the 
midst of the poisonous vapours arising from 
neighbouring privies. The alime-coveted dit- 
‘ches and stagnant pools to be found in every 
direction, are made receptacles for filth at one 
‘moment, and are used for the purpose of wash: 
ing rice at another. The open spaces are cot 
‘verted into huge ash pita whai i 
dure, dead animals, rotten v« 
forth are. allowed to accumulate and fester. 
‘The canals that intersect the city are used by 
those living on the banks as ash pits 
coss-pools and what not, and as these are flood: 
ed at spring tides only, the river is periods 
cally polluted by the refuse that has accum- 
ulated since the provious high tide. And then 
the moat is a common sewer, wherein the 
drainage, such as it is, from three sides of the 
city is received, and whence it is discharged 
into the river. ' Thus, by the condition of tho 
city and its immediate surroundings, the air 
and water are alike polluted, and the residents 
in the settlements are constantly subjected to 
the influence of a vast collection of pestilential 
foci. Hence, whatever measures may be taken 
by foreigners for their own protection, there 
will always be, so long as the present state of 
things is not interfered th, more than suffici- 
‘ent material in the city to produce a fatal epide- 
mic, It is not merely a question of the dis- 
semination of specific poisons. The inhalation 
of putrid ‘vaponrs, by lowering the tone of 
health, increases ‘the risk to each individual, 
shouldan epidemic of any kind arise from any 
cause, 

-With such facts before them, it is for the 
members of Council to consider whether repre- 
sentations should not be made to the native 
authorities. It may be assumed as self evi- 
dent that mere representations, no matter how 
well supported, will have no elfect whatsoever 
upon the city ‘magistrates. Official pressure 
will be absolutely essential, and [cannot but 
think that the object to be attained is worth 
the effort. Very much might be done towards 
remedying the existing evils, and at a very 
trifling expense, | The street prvies should be 
cleared out at daylight every morning, and 
‘the contents carried to boats “Placed, way all 
mile ontside the south gate. The pits should 
be disinfected daily, by having two or three 
buckets of quick lime thrown into them 
at the time of the morning cleansing. The 
ditches should be cleared ont and the canals 
Kept free from the grosser impurities, The 

























































houses should be lime-washed, and the streets 
swept once a day by the occupants of the 
houses. A comparatively native staff 
would suifice, with occasional inspection by = 
foreigner, and the substances necessary as 
disinfectants and. deodorante—-namely lime, 
sulphate of iron, and coarse Carbolic Acid— 
are all extremely inexpensive. Of these, lime 
and sulphate of iron can be obtained, native, 
ata very small cost. Crude sulphate of iron 
costs certainly no more than from $1.50 to 
$2 per picul, and if bought in large quantity 
would doubtiess be much cheaper. 

‘As may easily be imagined, I have little hope 
that any of these suggestions will be adopted. 
Still I mention them, partly because, were I 
to omit all consideration of the state of the 
Chinese city and its surroundings, I should 
neglect what I believe to be the most powerful 
predisposing cause of ill health in the settle- 
ments; and partly because whatever conditions 
evidently prejudicial to life and health may be 
encountered by the Municipal Council consi- 
dered asa sanitary board, should at least como 
in for discussion and, if possible, for ameliora- 
tion, no matter whether they arise within or 
without the native city. 

Cosprrios oF tux River :—When it is re- 
membered that all the water used by foreigners 








in the settlements for domestic is 
derived from the river, the necessity for effi- 
cient inspection will be at once manifest. At 


present, the refuse from the French gas works 
1s allowed to run into the nearest watercourse, 
whence it finds its way into the river both 
above and below the English settlement. 
Every tributary stream is polluted by the 
‘scourings of house buckets, and the washi 
of clothes and furniture. The fleet of Sunks 
lying off the city contributes largely to thi 
impurities which, inone shape or another, th 
who drink water in any form must of necessity 
imbibe. It cannot be donbted that the human 
excreta which mingle with our drinking water, 
frequently contain the, germs of specific dis 
ease. The most formidable specific maladies 
are, according to Mr. Simon, essentially 
maladies of filth, and we have only to, glance 
at our Chinese neighbours, in order to satisfy 
ourselves regarding the’ favourable condi- 
tious they offer to the ingress of any diseas 
that lives and has its being in impuri- 
ty. It is now well ascertained that, when 
specific germs, existing in excreta thrown in- 
to running water, are borne along by the 
stream, they are not oxidised or disintegrated, 
but on the contrary are indefinitely multi- 
plied. Out of the body as well as in the body, 
Provided the conditions of heat and moisture 
favourable, these germs multiply in the 
manner rendered familiar by the well known 
life history of various low anisms such as 
the so called “yeast plant.” "Now, cholera 
and dysentery are directly propagated, from 
person to person, by means of the ger con- 
tained in the evacuations being taken into the 
stomach. In England, during the cholera epi 
demics, there is usually some difficulty in trac- 
ing the tortuous channel by which the eva- 
cuations of patients find their way into the 
food of other persons, The notion is horribly 
disgusting, but the fact has over and 
over again been well ascertained, even in 
England. Here, there is no such difficulty. A 
village or even One individual in a village is, 
for example, attacked by malignant cholera, 
His evacuations are perhaps poured into 
nearest creek. At any rate his bucket and his 
clothes are washed therein. Nothing more is 
necessary. ‘The germs are carried down to 
river, and find their way in process of time into 
the water kangs. But, leaving for a moment 
the consideration of specific disease, I would 
refer to that ordinary non-specific diarrhea 
From which so many sufler during the 






























‘Shanghai summer and sutumn. It is produced | 


by animal substances of a non-specific charac- 
ter, and occasionally, no doubt, by mineral 
substances acting as simple irritants. Shang- 
hai water contains, in suspension or solution, or 
in both, every description of impurity—animal 
and fecal, vegetable and mineral Yet diarrhea 
or dysentery constantly affecting a community, 
or returning periodically at certain times of 
the year, is far more likely to be produced by 
bad water than by any other cause. Indeed a 
very sudden outbreak of typhoid fever, cho- 
era or malarious fever is almost certainly due 
to the introductionof thespecificpoison through 
drinking water. (Parkes.) And, as a case 
directly'in point, I would adduce the recent 
extensive and fatal epidemic of typhoid 
fever at North Shields, which was immediate- 











one place only to be de 
| where its presence is likely to be still more 
| hurtful than it would be if never transported 


ly traceable to the admixture of human ex- 
crementitions matter with the water sed for 
culinary purposes ind drinking (Lancet, 
Stay 1860.) ‘This brings me naturally and ap- 

riately to consider the water-supply of the 
Rettiements. 

‘Water Surrcy:—This subject has recently 
cccapied the attention of the land renters, 
and has been fully discussed by the Municipal 
Council. Its importance is beyond question, 
for, as every one suspects and as I have just 
shewn, Shanghai, on account of its bad water, 
is an unusually favourable field for the deve- 
lopment of epidemic disease. If a pure sup- 
ply can bo obtained by means within the re- 
sources of the Council, nothing ean press for 
more immediate arrangement. The quantity 
of absolutely pure water consumed on an 
average by each person for drinking and exli 
nary purposes is not very large. Soldiers on 
board tp are’ aupplied. with, six imperial 

ints, and this is. found amply sufficient. 

ding the sottlement therefore of the 

water works question, it would be advantage- 
ous to establish stills in various parts of # 
settlements, where condensed water for drink 
ing and cooking could. be obtained at a small 
cost. It pays many tea-shops to sell boiling 
Sater to the Chinese, and there is no reason 
why establishments for the ealo of distilled 
water should not be self-supporting. ‘The 
water used for washing need not be absolute- 
ly pure. Atany rate its purification by alum, 

tration or any other means may reasonably 
be left to the consumer. And finally, the 
water required for flushing the sewers needs 
no purification whatsoever. If the foreign 
community can deny thomselves the boast of 
possessing public water works on an extensive 
acale, the plan I propose wou meet the im- 
mediate requirements of the settlements. For 
washing, the averago allowance per head per 
day should bo sixteen gallons; for flushing 
‘sewers nine gallons per head per day. I have 
not at hand the estimate of the requirements 
of the settlements, framed by the Munici 
Engineer, but Ihave no doubt it coincides 
pretty closely with that given above, which 
is based on the rough calculations made for 
the men of the British army. 

I should remark that I had intended to 
subject the Shanghai water to chemical ana- 
ipsis, but as the Municipal Council bas alread; 
as I understand, sent specimens to Eng: 
Iand for the purpose, this is unnecessary. [ 
‘would however strongly urge that if the Coun- - 
il as ail time to give instructions regardin 
the analysis, very great stress should be lai 
upon the microscopic appearances—more than 
upon the mere determination of miners) and 
organic matters in solution or suspension. 

Coxprrios or THe Fore-swore:—I have 
no doubt that the health of the settlements 
will be vastly increased when the proposed 
plan of bunding shall be carried out. At pre- 
‘sent, the great extent of surface exposed to the 
sun’s rays, or at any rate presenting an enor- 
mous evaporating area between the hours of 
high water, constitutes a very serious element 
of danger to the health of the residents. ‘The 
fore shore is of course left wet by the retreat- 
ing tide, and the air in the neighbourhood ix 
speedily filled wth moisture which, if it pro- 

luces no other effect, checks pulmonary and 
cutaneous exhalation, and thus leads to con- 
gestion of the liver and other internal organs. 
But the tide leaves after it a considerable 
share of the organic debris, both animal and 
vegetable, that it had in suspension. It depo- 
ssits faecal matter and other abominations, the 
emanations from which, especially in hot 
weather, sensibly pollute the atmosphere. It 
is of the utmost importance that the external 



























| orifices of all sewers and drains leading to the 


river or Soochow creek should open below low 
water mark, as otherwise the refuse of the 
settlements, or portion of it, is removed from 


leposited in another 





from its original situation. Meanwhile, until 
the bunds shall be extended, I am not aware 
of any palliative measure that could be sug- 
gested, likely to lessen materially the evil 
arising from the condition of the fore-shore. 
‘Tae Soocuow Crrex, Deresce CaeeK and 
‘Yane-rsze-P00:—The remarks just made with 
regard to the fore shore of the settlements, ap- 
ply withequal force to these crecks. Filled 
at high water, they present at low states of 
the tide an immense evaporating surface, ¢o- 
ered likewise with organic debria containing 





it may be specific germs easily lighted into 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





210 


* activity under the conditigns of heat -and 
moisture. I am unaware éf any service that 
the Defence creek now is, or is ever likely to 
be. It is filling up rapidly from natural 
‘causes, and if this process were hastened by 
art, the same benelit might be expected as 
would accrue from the closure of any other 
enormous open drain. 

‘Tue Yaxc-Kixc-PANG:—Some years ago it 
was suggested to place locks at the upper 
and lower outlets of this creek, so as to keep 
‘it-at all times full of water, so far as it ex- 
tends between the English and French ect- 
tlements. Of course I cannot decide upon 
the practicability of the plan, but if capable 
of accomplishment it would prove a most im 
portant sanitary step. A considerable por- 
Bon of the drainage. from both settlements 
falls into the creek, and then between the 
periods of high water the same conditions as 
were noticed in the case of the foreshore, 
are produced. If it were kept full of water 
and emptied only at stated intervals, the 
Grainage into it need never be permitted to 
accumulate on the bed and be subjected to 
the action of the sun or the heated atmos- 


ere. 

‘Tue SETTLEMENTS CONSIDERED AS A WHOLE: 
—No one visiting Shanghai for the first time 
could fail to be struck by the order and re- 
gularity of the streets, and especially by their 
excellent construction. ‘The community owe 
‘a heavy debt of gratitudeto the late Mr. Clark, 
for the legacy he has left, them in the shape of 
roads which may safely defy comparison with 
those of any foreign city in the world. But 
while this very excellenceisof great importance 
in a sanitary point of view by preventing the 
accumulation of filth which “often esca 
notice in the muddy streets of old Shanghai 
and by rendering it impossible for water to 
Jodge on the surface of the roads, its effect on 
the low-lying native dwellings unprotected by 
side walks, in various parts of the settlement, 
demands a moment's attention. While the 
atreets have been raised, these houses have 
practically been lowered. While the curved 
surface necessary to prevent lodgment of water 
has been given to the road way, the land 
underneath the houses referred to, receives the 
surface drainage. The native inhabitants are 
quite careless about this, but the retention of 
constantly wetted earth in a situation where 
it can never become thoroughly dry, exercises 
‘a very baneful influence on the general health 
of the community. Mr. Yates has recently 
given the valuable results of his observations 
‘with regard to the excavations under native 
houses, which are made receptaclesnot only for 
this street but for nuisances of all 
kinds. Ican do little more than endeavour 
to enforce what he has said. Every pit of this 
kind may at any moment prove a nest of 
disease fatal not only to those in the immediate 
neighbourhood, but to the entire community. 
‘The native houses themselves, built, many of 
them, on the original paddy fields, arenot only 
thus placed over receptacles for drainage, but 
are also made to receive a large share of the 
surface water upon their wooden floors. T 
need not enlarge on the probable effects to 
Health arising from living in the midst of a 
continual vapour bath of this description. It 
is one of those conditionsto which I alluded in 
my introductory remarks, as abating health 
eyen though it may not actually cause disease. 
No time should Le lost in filling up the exeava- 
‘tions existing under houses, and in construct- 
ing cement or stone floors either to replace the 
wooden floors now used or to form a second 
flooring beneath them. Where, in the Englis 
and Hongque settlements, roads have not 
constructed, the same state of things exists, as 
inay be remarked on a large scale in the back 
parte of both settlements. 

CONDITION OF THE BACK PARTS OF THE SET- 
ruzMusts:—Here there is a vast area of land 



































considerably below high water mark, and sur- | 


rounded by artificially raised roads and embank- 
ments which effectually prevent accumulations 
of water from running of whenever either an 
‘exceptionally high tide or long continued rain 
fills up the saucer-like surface. Here filth and 
rubbith of all kinds are deposited by the 
natives in the vicinity, and thus in addition to 
the extensive area of ation: eat aenp 

mand and stagnant ions of or- 
Grate remains eve allowed to. putrify until di 
juted and spread by the next inundation. The 
Jand in the middle of the old Race Course 
affords an excellent example. ‘There as every- 
where else about ghai, water can neither 
run off nor run through. “It awaits evapora- 
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tion, it fills the air with watery vapour, and 
‘with these disgusting eutions Eitan 9 
every one who, during hot weather coming 
‘on subsequent to rain, is obliged to traverse 
the old Race Course itself or the roads that in- 
tersect it. My business is not with the 
comfort ing to such a state of thi 
although that too claims consideration. T wou! 
remind the Council that remittent and inter 
mittent fevers are the constant curse of Shang- 
‘hai, and that the extensive steaming surfaces 
on the old Race Course in the English 
settlement, and on the inland side of ¢ 

yin Hongque, are the sources 
whence most, if not all, the seeds of those 
diseases as they affect the residents, are 
derived. There would seem to be no insupera- 
able difficulties in the way of draining these 
areas, and of thus hastening the process of eva- 
poration, But the only efficient remedy lies 
in raising them as quickly as possible above 
high water mark, in sloping themtowards tidal 
creeks, and meanwhile in exercising such su- 
pervision over them as will prevent their being 
made receptacles for decaying organic re- 
fuse. 

Cosprrioy oF THE SEWERS :—From a sanitary 
point of view, the sewers are of the very high- 
est importance, yet here the nature of the 
ground renders it almost impossible to establi 
‘a satisfactory system of sewerage. At any 
rate, the worl a the sewers has to be supple- 
sentedly periodical openings and cleansi to 
remove the enormous quantities of rating 
filth that accumulate in a few months. ‘These 
rapid accumulations render it most necessary 
that their emanations should be carried alon, 
the course of the sewers, and not be permit 
either to atain the upper air in the etrets, or 
to regurgitate into houses through private 
drains. ‘The inefficient cleansing of sewers 
has a very remarkable infiuence upon the pro- 
duction and propagation of zymotic diseases. 
To such an extent is this true, that a continuous 
and heavy rain-fall has been known to check 
‘an epidemic hy washing onbtimorwers(Pezkes) 

‘Accepting the existing state of the sewers 
as no worse than might be expected under the 
circumstances, it remains to enquire in what 
way that state may be remedied. Suspecting 
that the accumulations of filth must pollute 
fhe ar ofthe stent, I have, during the past 
few weeks, exposed st of wr moistent 
writh a saturated solution of cvtate of lead, 
to the action of whatever gases might be found 
escaping from the gully holes in the Foochow 
nd Kisogse Roads. Tselected these roads for, 
as the sewers beneath them have recently been 
thoroughly cleansed and even reconstructed, 
whatever poisonous gases were found escaping 
from them would é fortiori be found escaping 
fromthesewers in other parts of the settlement. 
In all cases, the paper was rapidly blackened, 
shewing the generation and escape of at least 
one necessarily deleterious gas—Sulphuretted 
Hydrogen. This escape of sewer gas might be 
| prevented, by fitting water rape to the street 
| openings of the drains. Traps likewise should 

be placed at the junction of house drains with 
| the main sewer, and the residents should be 
yuired or requested to fit the upper outlets 
of their private drains with water valves. 
‘Where noisome gasesescapein spiteof every pre- 
caution, disinfectants should befrecly, ocd nad 
fortunately the most reliable substances, such 
as lime and coarse Carbolie Ack, areextreme 
ly cheap. The latter the great ad- 
Tantage of perfect solubility, so that while it 
i would remain a very cousiderable time in the 
sewers in consequence of the slowness of the 
current throngh them, it would finally be all 
washed away, It would be well worth the 
while of the Municipal Council to import a 
large quantity of the coarsest description of 
Gatbohe Acid for public use. ‘The residents 
also could purchase it of the Couneil at a much 
! lower rate than a, could otherwise obtain 
it, and it might, and I trust wil, be in process 
of time brought into general use’ in Shanghai, 
for the purpose of disinfecting and de-odorizing 
| private drains, house closets aud such like. 
But these means are, after all, merely pallia- 
tive, and the only true remedial measure is the 
efficient fushing of the sewers, thereby pre- 
venting the accumulations whence noxious ex- 
halations arise, and thus destroying the evil 
at its very root. I need not here recapitulate 
the plans that have been proposed or adopted. 
It is obvious to every one that they have pro- 
daced no, good result. Were, the, proposed 
water works established, the cleansing of the 
sewers would soon be an accomplished fact, 
but it is to be hoped that the residents will not 




















haveto waitforsoimportant a sanitary measure, 
until all the difficulties in the way of the water 
works scheme shall have been removed. All 
that is required is a supply of water, no matter 
whether pure or impure, a reservoir at a certain 
moderate height communicating with the main 
semers, and s pumping engine to keep the re 
servoir full. venture to say that no sanitary 
measure of such great importance could be 
carried out at a less expense. A very small 
reservoir would suffice, for it is to be remember- 
ed that the water is not to remain in it, it is 
only to pass through it for the sake of the 
height. By simple arrangements, the whole 
pressure of the water might be brought to bear 
upon one sewer, or upon one set of sewers, 
running East and West or North and South, 
or it could be distributed over the entire 
system. Atany rate, by its means the main 
sewers would constantly be kept. clear at a far 
Jess expense than is now involved in periodical- 
ly opening and cleansing them by hand. 

Pending the adoption of some really efficient 
system of cleansing the sewers, I see it 
posed to open the sluices ‘‘at low water’ 
‘as to allow the water by which they 
have been filled at a high’state of the ti 
run off, washing a 
view of the fact that the whole water ply 
of Shanghai is drawn from the river, nothin, 
could be wor The sluices should be openec 
on a falling tide, but closed some time before 
low water. Otherwise, the contents of the 
sewers will be mingled with the rising tide 
and thus find their way into the reservoirs of 
water used for domestic purposes 

Here I would reiterate what I have already 
























j said, when referring to the foreshore—that in 


all cases the utmost care should be taken to 
secure the opening of the river outlets of the 
sewers below low water mark. 
Vaccixariox:—In a report such as this it 
would be out of place to attempt any demou- 
stration of the benefits of vaccination. Every 
person entitled to express an opinion on the 
Subject testifies that, since vaccination baw 
become general amongst civilised communities, 
small pox has become infrequent, less mortal 
andless truly epidemic. And further, within 
the same period the death rates from other 
diseases, and particularly from scrofalous di- 
seases, have diminished. The aimof vaccination 
is ultimately to stamp out small pox, while on 
the otherbandinoculation obviously perpetuates 
it. Yet actualiy, within the foreign limits the 
practice of inoculation is sedulously pursued, 
And the demand for the'services of inoculators 
in sogreat a certain seasons ofthe year, that 
alarge number come to Shanghai from Soo- 
chow and the other large cities ii the neigh 











Dourhood. Thus this most fatal and repuls 
of all diseases is constantly maintained within 
the foreign limits—is actually brought to the 





doors of tbe foreign residents. Strange to say, 
the native authorities Keep up a vaccinating 
station inthe city, and pay paronts a. small 
Vonus for every child successfully vaccinate 
Vaccination is by this means encouraged, but 
inoculation is not prohibited. However, I 
have no h i g positively thyt 
it is the duty of the governing body to issue 
regulations forbidding the practice of inocula- 
tion, to appoint a place and time for free 
ination, to pay some small sum to qi 
natives who should, under proper supes 
perform the duty at the vaccinating stations 
and report the nnmber of successful cases. It 
may be said that if the Council were to intro- 
duce a by-law making inoculation a misde- 
meanour, there would be diificulties in the way 
of discovering offenders and in securing their 
Punishment, ‘The latter is a purely imaginary 
‘objection, which will disappear so soon as 
the Land Regulations and accompaning by- 
laws, shall ol the formal sanction of the 
Chinese authorities. As to the former, even 
rete but one case brought to light every year 
that case would have a deterrent effect, whereas 
at present no influence whatsoever is' brought 
to bear upon this most pernicious practice. 
Reports py Navive Pouice :—The native 
lie, in their capacity of ae 
By the. Municipal Couneil co 
Board of Health, should be instructed to re- 
port to the best of their ability upon : 
A.—Cases of fevers or other contagious or 
infections diseases occurring any where within 
the English or American Settlement. 
‘The object of this is obvious :—namely to 
secure the separation of the infected persons, 
to prevent the of disease, and toensure . 
















































Proper disinfection after small pox &c, 
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B.—Births and Deaths among the native 

poptlation: 
it is well known that the Chinese are un- 

willing to give accurate returns of any kind, 
bearing on the increase or decrease of the popu- 
lation. Anticipations of squeezes are the cause 
of this unwillingness, and therefore at first 
the statistics obtained by the police might be, 
and probably would be, imperfect. But gra- 
dually thoy would improve, and there would 
thus, in time, be some reliable ground found 
whereon might be based a statement of the 
relation existing between the death rate and 
slterations in season, temperature and other 
climatic conditions. From scientific and prac- 
tical points of view alike, this latter is most 
desirable, yet there is no means whatsoever 
‘at present of acquiring the necessary informa- 
tion, or of making even the roughest estimate 
of the rate of increase and decrease of the po- 
pulation, Statistics of all kinds, 
‘accumulated, are always valuable 
immediate’ or for future reference. It is 
further to be remembered that the registration 
of births would have a powerful intfuence in 
preventing infanticide, while the registration 
of deaths would prevent the protracted reten- 
tion of dead bodies in small houses situated in 
crowded neighbourhoods. In this connection. 
T should strongly recommend that, at two 
or three points on the outskirts of the settle- 
inents, mortuaries be constructed for the re- 
ception, with or without a fee, of the co 
of deceased natives whose friends are unable to 
perform the funeral ceremonies immediately. 

joubtless there would be prejudices to over- 
como, but little can be done in this country 
without in some way encountering ignorant 
opposition. In Liverpool, where the lowest 
order of frish is to the full as ignorant, obstruc- 
tive and prejudiced as any class of the native 
population in China, dead-houses were for a 
time strenuously opposed by the very section 
of the community in whose behalf they were 
built. ‘They long remained objects of disgust 
‘and terror, but now: all difficulty has been 
removed by lapse of time and by judicious 
pressure, and the mortuaries are confessed by 
all, to ave proved highly advantageous to the 

eople. 
Pealere, I would incidentally remark upon the 
sbourdiiy of having no better return of deaths 
among foreiguers than is furnished by tho re- 
ports of burials in particular cemeteries, Ihave 
no doubt that the burials in the Roman catho- 
ie cometeries would be readily reported if they 
were asked for, and the return of deaths with- 
in the foreign limits would then be perfect. 

Ixsrecri 

A.—Markets. 
to offer, as I believe it is conducted in the most 
sfficiont manner. 
.—Nuisances.—Even with the constant 
care of the energetic inspector, the residents 
frequently contrive to make offensive accumu- 
{ations in front of, or behind their houses. I 
imagine the atreots might easily be kept clean 
ty placing lange tanks convenient places, and 
making it incumbent on each occupier of a 
house to cleanse the road opposite sea house | 
every day, depositing the refuse in one of the 
tanks. ‘There would then be little left for the 
nuisance carts to do, excopt to carry off the 
collections already made in the tanks, and the 
police could easily enforee the carrying out of 


rhe regulation. 

©.—Back premises oy foreign house —The 
condition of some of these is almost incredibl; 
disgusting. Accuinulations of the most horri- 
le character are permitted to remain until 
thoy assume their maximum market value, and 
then in course of removal they are stirred from 
their lowest depths, polluting theair all round. 
Strangely enough the Soreign ‘occupants of the 
houses thus circumstanced are generally un- 
willing to interfere with the details of their 
aorvants’ domestic management. But most, if 
not all, would gladly welcome a visit from the 
inspector of nuisances who, by making his dos- 
ents at irregular intervals, would 
prevent the native servants throughout the 
settlements, from indulging in this respect their 
odious tastes and habits. 

D.—Native lodging and other howses.—In- 
ipaction is necessary to prevent overcrowding, 

fefective ventilation, and imperfection in drain- 
age and the othermeansintended to secure clean- 
liness. [have before referred to the stagnant 
pools of filthy water found in the excavations 
‘under nearly all the native houses in the Eng- 
glish and American Setéfements, and it is not 
‘ocessary to do more than reiterate therecom- | 
niendations already made by the Council. But ; 















































fectually | bat 


to secure health, even more than these m 
sures are required. Each room in occupation 
should be at least three feet above the surface 
of the ground, and should at short intervals 
be lime washed by the occupier, or at his ex- 
pense. In England, if the adoption of this 
simple but most effective means of preserving 
health be persistently refused by the occupier 
‘of a house or room, the corporation is em- 
powered to carry itout by force, and to recover 
all incurred expenses from the owner or occu- 
pier. Icanece no reason why similar mea- 
sures should not be taken in Shanghai, where 
there is a noisome native population to be 
guarded against, in addition to the clements 
of danger comprised in the peculiar climatic 
conditions. 

Brorweis.—It may be laid down as an 
axiom that so long as human nature is con- 
stituted as at present, prostitution will exist. 
There is no reason for mincing matters. The 
above categorical statement puts the case in the 
fewest possible words. Asan immediate de- 
duction, it follows that attempts to abolish this 
form of vice can never prove successful, and 
therefore that rational men will direct their 
energies towards limiting the extent and les- 
gening tho, severity of the inevitable effect, 
Thave nothing to do with the moral aspect of 
the question. Indeed, in my opinion, squeam- 
ishness and not morality is at the bottom of 
the difficulty which the reasoners on so-called 
moral grounds throw in the way of those who 
would discuss the question as one of purely 
social importance. As a resident in Shanghai, 
I know how baneful an effect the uncontroll- 
ed brothels have had upon the younger resi- 
dents. Asa surgeon, I have, both here and 
elsewhere, encountered many cases wherein life 
has been’ jeopardised, and health irretrieva- 
bly lost, simply on account of the absence of 
control over brothels. ‘There are heartren- 
ding cases in the experience of every surgeon, 
wherein the innocent have been made to sut- 
fer for the guilty, wherein the peace of fami- 
lies has been destroyed, and the highest attri- 
utes of the feminine character rudely assailed 
and sometimes defaced, all because ‘no check 
is maintained upon the conduct of common 
prostitutes. But indeed we can form no con- 
ception of the evil which our supineness in 
this matter brings about. We countenance 
and encourage not only an evil but a heredi- 
tary evil, and by this word “hereditary, 
‘a picture is conjured up of generations of im- 
mature, stunted, mentally and physically def- 
cient children, ‘born only to drag ona few 
miserable months or years and then to die, 

‘When we have the remedy in our hands, 
nothing can justify us in allowing such a con- 
dition of affairs to exist. And the remedy we 
‘assuredly have. Public opinion, some short 
time ago, compelled the English government 
to adopt the contagious diseases act, an act 
most limited in its operation, most cumbrous 
in its provisions, and most clumsy in its work- 
ing. Wet the report published two months 
ago by the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons appointed to consider this act, while 
condemning many things in the act’ itself, 
speaks of it as ‘having already done so much 
to diminish prostitution, decrease disease, and 
reclaim the abandoned.” In plain English, 
every prostitute, whether foreign or native, 
plying her’ trade within the limits of the set- 
Uements at Shanghai ought to be registered, 
taxed, and periodically examined. I can easi- 
ly conceive that public feeling might be against 

e derival of a large revenue from such a 
source. But a necessary element in any effi 















cient plan of repression would be a lock hos- } j 


pital, and the foundation and. maintenance of 
this would open a suitable outlet for the funds 
arising from the special taxation 
Barns axp Wasnt Hovses.—‘The only pub- 
lic bathing houses open to Chinese, are s0 ob- 
jectionable that, in the interest of the natives, 
and indirectly in that of foreigners, some plan 
ought to ised for replacing them b 
hs where, cleanliness woeld be. seca 
Such baths should be under Municipal control, 
and should be thrown open at a charge so rea. 
sonable as merely to. pay expenses, Wash 
houses in connexion with them, sould also be 
agreat boon. I have no doubt that many 
srould avail of them, who are now unable to 
obtain the necessary conveniences at home. 
Pe ames ee eel : “i co tine 
ignant cholera. (for exemple) when preva 
Tent. in one district, does not break ont in 
another within a less time than would be ne- 
for a person to travel from the infected 


cessary - 
region to that not as yet affected. Without 


drawing too wide a conclusion from this, it 
may yet be argued that man himself is a very 
important element in the spread of epidemic 
disease from one place to another. It would 
be well therefore for the Council to consider 
what means are available for the institution 
of quarantine regulations, in case of an epide- 
mic ‘out at the coast ports, in Hong- 
Kong or in Japan. As regards places in the 
vicinity of Shanghai, euch as Ningpo, th 
difficulty of Irawing a cordon would be very 
great, and might perhaps prove insuperable, in 
consequence of the free communication bo- 
tween place and plece by means of creeks. 
But the subject is at any rate worthy of atten- 
tion. 

Orricenor Heaurn.—As Ihave already’said, 
the time will doubtless come when such an 
official will be appointed. Experience, and the 
growing necessities of the settlements will pro- 
gressively indicate his daties, “It is obvious, 

jowever, that he should watch carefully, and 
report upon the condition of the settlements, 
city and suburbs, keep a strict watch over tha 











sewers and watercourses, report on the water 
supply, supervise vaccination, receive and ar- 
range ‘statistics, bearing on the bealth-history 
of the place, watch the food offered for sale, 
be responsible for the efficiency of brothel in: 
spection, analyse from time to time the liquor 
sold in the licensed Frog. shops, and cavefally 
record meteorological observations 

Co-orzxatiox.—It is obvious that very few 
of the measures I have advocated in the above 
FESes could be carried into eect, without & 

arty co-operation on the part of the French 
Municipality in particular, and also to a leas 
extent on the part of the Chinese authori 
‘Thus, unless the French Council prohibit 
inoculation and enforce the registration and 
examination of prostitutes, it) is of ‘little 
use for the Anglo-American Council to do 
either the one or the other. The same may be 
said of registration of births and deaths, in- 
spection of food and liquor &e. But, as sani= 
tary precautions are taken for the benefit of all, 
Teannot doubt that, from the French Council at 
any rate, the Anglo-American Council will 
meet assistance and encouragement in carry 
ing out measures decided upon with a view 
towecuring the general good, 

R. ALEX. JAMIESON a. A., MD. 


Hankow, 23rd Sept. 1869. 
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IN BANKRUPTCY. 


‘March 6th, 1870 
Before Sim E. Honyay. 


Re F. L. Parzr (of Chinkeang.) 










Mr. Porter, for Messrs. Gibb, Livingston and 
Co., proved a debt of Tle. 3,999. mitted. 
A dividend of 7 per cent wus then agreed to. 








CRIMINAL COURT. 


March 16th, 1870. 
Before G. Saureson, Esq. 
R. v. ASHTON. 

Mr. Ashton was summoned under Sec. 114 
and 115 of the order in Council of 1864, for 
not having registered hinwelf as a British ‘sub- 
athe mouth of Jnnunry, or within 
ed by H. B. Mf. Consul. 

‘Mr. Ashton, before replying to the charge, 
wished to take an objection to the suinmnons; the 












repetition of summons dat 
0 charging him for not registering. 
He did not see how a man could be twiee sun- 
moned for the same thing. He moved that the 
charge be dismissed. 

‘The Magistrate axid he had no knowledge cf 
any previous summons. ‘This ease hud not been 
brought before him before, or adju icated upon. 
All bo knew waa that that Mr. Ashton now ap- 
peared in answer to a summons charging bim 
with not registering in Sanuury, aud he must 
now require an answer te that, he could not go 
into any previous transactions. 

‘Mr. Ashton wished to pat in his Registration 
Certificate for 1870. 

‘The Magistrate said that was not an ansi 


























not aliow that he was registered in Jan 
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Mr. Ashton—presumed that if he were de- 
fended by a burrister, he would be allowed to 
say whnt he liked, and be thought it rather 
hard lie should not be allowed to speak for him- 
self. 

‘The Magistrate requested Mr. Ashton to an- 
awer, Yee or No tothe charge. Ifhe would do 
that, they would be able to get ou. He could 
state anything by way of excuse, afterwards, 

Mr. Ashtow would not answer either Yes or 
No. ‘He repeated thut he was ignorant of law ; 
Dat he wished to explsin the circumstances. 
It the magistrate would not listen to him, he 
could not help it. 

Magistrate would liston to anything re- 








Teennt. 
‘Mr. Ashton thoughta certificate sho 
he was duly registered, was very relevant 
‘The Magistrate snid, if Mr. Asbton would say 
he was registered in Junuary, there would be 
an end of it. 

Mr. Ashton suid the certificate showed that 
he was “duly registered.” 

‘Tho Magistrate asked whether he 
derstand that as a denial of the charge. 

‘Mr. Ashton.—Certainly not. 

Sir E, Horuby.—You are Inbouring under a 
mistake, Mr. Ashton, You will have an oppor- 
tanity of stating any argument you like, so soon 
asyon have answered the charge, 

fr. Ashton was obliged to his Lordship for 
the explanation, and would at once admit that 
hie was not registered in January. 

‘The Magistrate would now be glad to hear 
any explanation Mr. Asliton had to offer. 

‘Mr. Ashton liad several grounds of objection. 
First, he held n certificate stating that be was 
‘duly registered.” Did that mean anything or 
not; becnuse, if he were dely registered, he did 
‘not seo how hie could be punished for not being 
‘epistered, There were other gentlemen who 
iad been summoned, and who had not paid the 
fine, for several years in euccession. Could they 
be Hind up and fined for this year, and next year 
ind up for the previous yen Was x 
muan linble to n mnulet at ang time, 4 
xegistered during January, although he bad 
subsequently obtained a certificate. 

Sir E Hornby.—Certainly. ‘The Jaw says 
you are to register in January. 

‘Mr. Ashton would also like to ask whether 
the Consul hud the power to inflict a commuted 
fine. 

Sir B, Hornby was under the impression that 
he bad. He did not say, he bad ; but it was his 
impression that he had, 

Mr. Ashton—And has he power to bring me 
upa second time, after having fined me on 

Sir E. Hornby —Certaiuly. The first fine was 
not par. 

‘Mr. Ashton.—The fine was tendered. 
Hornby.—But it was tendered under 
ll receive mouey under 












to un- 



















































Sir 
protest ; and no official 
protest. 

‘Mz. Ashton.—Then this paper (the certif- 
‘ente) is no use at all. 

Sir B. Hornby.—The paper is of the use 
which the Government attaches to it. I don't 
Auow whnt that ix, 

‘Mr. Ashton, then, had nothing further to say. 

‘The Magistente did not consider that any- 
thing which Mr. Ashton bad suid, could be 
received in extenuntion of the fault. He had 
no alteruative therefore but to inflict the fine 
‘of $10. 











17th March, 1870. 
R. v. Cuuncn. 


‘Mr. Church had escaped registration for three 
sears, and hind thought he might do 0 again. 








‘hat wne hie reason for not registering. He 
was quite willing to register now Fined $2. 
and costs. 


R. v. W. Castenox. 


Mr. Cameron ind objected to registering him- 
elf because lie could not see any renson for do- 
ing so. He had registered when he first arrived 
iu Sanghae, He thought it right to have done 
and that it was the duty of every British 
subject to do 60 on his arrival. He had done 
more. He Lad cheerfully registered during 
reveral succecding years, but it was time now 
{o demand a reason for the Order. 1t would 
he right and gracious on the part of those in au- 
thority if they would condescend to explain the 
senton for requiring British subjects to register 
‘themselves every year. 











id_not see that defendant 
could justify himself for not registering be- 
cause he could discover no reason for the Order. 
He could uot accede to his request for an ex- 
planation. It was enough for him that the 
Order was plain that every British Sabject 
must regiger himself. Defendant should, 
however, linve offered his excuse to Her Majes- 
ty’s Consul who, perhaps. could entertain it. 

Defendant thought that the Court wonld do 
great service if it would represent to the pro- 
per quarters that the Registration business 
was looked upon as heing obnoxious by British 
sabjects, amoug whom an ill-feeling in the mat- 
ter iv plainly perceptible at present. He did 
uot want to be thought fractious, nor did he 
entertain any idea of changing hie untiouality. 
He was willing to comply with any Order that 
isrersonable, but he entirely failed to see avy 
Feanon in having to register himself every year. 
is Worship thought that Defendant’ course 
of action should have been first to register him- 
self—to conform to existing law. As regards 
the amendment of the Order, he should say it 

8 competent for defendant to represent his 
case to the proper authorities, He must fine 
the defendant $ 10. 

Defendant said be would not register, and 
would rather pay the fine; and if the stand he 
made against complying with the Order to Re- 
gister should be noticed by the proper. authori- 
ties, and a change for better resulted, he would 
consider his $10 usefully spent. 

Replying to his enquiry, the Court informed 
him than the consequences of a defendant not 
paying afine would be the issue of a writ levy- 
ing it on his property; and if there be no pro- 
perty the question of imprisonment might then, 
perlaps, be raised, 












































March 19%, 
Rv, T. W. Krsosatn 


PORTUGUESE CONSULAR COURT. 
March 16th, 1870. 
Before H. P. Havoun, Exq. 
Mowrerrar, Couxor ©, Panama, 

Claim for Tis. 25.52 taxes due. 

‘The defeadant objected tlt the house tax 
(Tis. 19,25) was based on « sun 150 per cent iu 
cess of his rent; and that the claim for 
lighting rate was unfair, as there was uo lamp 
near house, 

G. Roggers, tax Collector, explained that, had 
defendant cluimed exemption from lighting rate, 
it would bavebeen granted; the tax was included 
in all debit notes, ne a formality ; but was never 
claimed from persons liviug more than 150 
yards from nenrest lamp. ‘The house tax wae 
‘based on estimated, not on actual reutal. 

‘The Consul General gave judgment for the 
sum claimed, leas Tis, 6.27 for lighting rate. 
































MIXED COURT. 


March 17th. 
Before H. E. the Taorat. 

The Greek, Constantine, who was accused 
some months ago, of being concerned in a 
piracy on a mandatia tax bout near Quinsan, 
was brought up for trii 

‘The British and French Cousuls were also on 
the bench, watching the case for the pri 

Several’ witnesses were examined; aad the 
caso was postpoued, for further evidence, 











Miscellaneous. 





‘Mr. Kingsmill admitted that he bad not re- 
gistered, nor did he wish to do so. He pro- 
tested against the tax us being illegal. 

The magistrate lnd no option, but to inflict 
1 Giue of $10. 











POLICE COURT. 


12th March, 1870, 
Before G, Jastresox Esq. 
Rv, Rotasps—Drunk &e, 


id he left Liverpool 13 months ago, 
p broker, bat can ship us a seaman, 
is destitute and wants relief. Dismissed aud told 
to apply at the Consulate for help. 











SUMMARY COURT. 

12th Marcb, 1870. 

Before G. JaxctEsos Esq. 
Tze-cnose ». L. Mackrsto: 


Claim for $17.50 balance of account for work 
done &e—i.e., $15 balance on contruct and $2.50 
for n separate bina. 

Defendaut adini 
in patting up the bli tiff wilfully 
destroyed the roof of an adjoining house, and 
the damage done to it he holis xs a set off 
against this loss, or until Plaintiff repair the 
roof in question. : 

L. Mackintosh.—I was living in the houde 
at the time the shade was put up. Plaintiff wil 
falls destroyed the roof by taking up the tiles 
and putting the ends of his bamnboos in, to keep 
them raised. He was putting up a shade over 
my window. My window overlooks the roof 
of Cumpbell’s Godown, I remonstrated with bina 
at the time. He exid it would be made all 
Lt again. At the end of the summer he left 
the roof in the destroyed state. 1 have examin- 
It is still unrepaired. I believe 
the balance to repair it. ‘The 
damage was quite wilful. 

Plaintiff was ordered to repair damage, when 
$17.50 will be paid, but without costs. If he 
does not finish it within a reasonable time, de- 
fendant to do it, and deduct the cost from’ the 
amouut be holds. 































SS 





We Jeara that the banque. “Frohlich” 
comes in, in charge of the Chief Mate, the 
Captain having been drowned at sea. 

We have to acknowledge = pamphlet 
containing “ The First Annual Keport of 
the Shanghai Female School Society.” ‘Tho. 
contents, however, do not appear to be 
new—being merely a reprint of a report 
and correspondenco which were printed in 
the public journals, on tho occasion of the 
meeting of the Society held in February 
last. 

Our readers will have noticed the arrival, 
on Saturday, of the S. 8. N, Co's new 
steamer, Shantung, which is now lying off 
their lower wharf. The Shantung is an 
iron boat, screw propeller, double-decked, 
with hurricane deck above. Hor length 
215 feet, beam 39 feet; nominal horse- 
power 250, but capable of working up to 
G00. She will carry about 1,000 tons dead 
weight, on a draught of something over 
12 fest. She has made the passage from 
Glasgow to Shanghai, vid the Suez Canal, 
in 58 days, including all stoppages. She 
will be shortly put on the ‘Tientsin line, 








Mr. J.G. Dunn, well-known as a resi- 
dent in Shanghai, has arrived by the M. I. 
S. Tigre, as the special agent of the China 
Submarine Telegraph Company, Limited. 
‘The cable for the coast, and to connect with 
Saigon and Singapore, and probably Mani- 
Ia, will be ready to leave England in No- 
vember, by Which time the line to be 
placed between Singapore, Java, and Aus- 
tralia will also be laid. This system of sea 
line will give a rapid and efficient means 
of communication between Europe, India, 
and China, and special arrangements will 
be made to carry on messages to the United 
States of America at very low rates, An 
efficient staff of telegraphists has been or- 
ganised, and due arrangements will be 
made for Chinese messages. (Daily Press.) 





‘A few days ago, four ponies strayed 
from Jessfield, and were eventually heard 
of ina village on the opposite side of the 
creek—some five miles distant. The own- 
exs offered, through their servant, $10 
compensation for any damage they might 
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have done, to recover them. ‘The villagers 
refused. Official assistance was next in- 
voked; and a Consular Messenger and 
a Mixed Court Runner were eventually 
started to negociate, These individuals 
only succeeded, according to their own 
account, after’ much difficulty, in per- 
suading the villagers to accept $16; b 

jes which §6.50 had to be paid for 





















expenses incurred in the search, and 
$5 for cumshaws to the Runners—after 
which the ponies came back minus some 


‘Tis. 15 worth of horse-clothing with which 
they had escaped. Now, while wo think it} 
quite fair that small sum should be paid 
dy the owners, for the dainage their ponies 
are certain to have done to the young crops, 
and for annoyance caused—we do. think 
$27.50 + a loss of Tis. 15, rather heavy. 

Tt is right, however, we should add that 
the owners forgot to speak of the horse- 
clothing, until the whole matter had been 
acttled by the Consul, Osherwise, the com- 
pensation would not have been paid, until 
the property was forthcoming. ‘The’ blan- 
kets could no doubt have been recovered, 
with the animals, if they had been spoken 
of at first. 








* We subjoin the most interesting of the 
telograms received by the Inst m: 

Loxpox, 16th February.—Mr. Otway, 
replying to a question in last nights Parlia 
ment, said that Government was desirous 
to have the opinion of merchants, before 
ratifying Sir Rutherford Alcock's ‘supple- 
mentary convention of the revised treaty 
of Tientsin, 

‘Phe Barl of Carnarvon said that our 
Colonial policy having been arranged he 

rotested against the withdrawal of troops. 

rd Granville in reply declared that he 
hind no desire to sever the connection 
between England and the colonies, but 
that by the withdrawal of troops they only 
learn tho habit of self-defence. In ease of 
the Coloniesjboing attacked, England would 
dofend them to her last man, last ship and 
Justehilling. 

‘The Hongkong and China Gas Company 
has declared an interim dividend at the 
rate of 7% per ainum, for the six months 
‘ended 30th September 1869. 

News reovived from New Zealand 
is more reassuring. The rebel Chief 
Kooti was at Patatere hemmed in by 
Colonel McDonnell and the New Zealand 
forces. His escape is almost impessible. 
He had proposed a meeting with Mr. Firth, 
for the purposo, it is presumed, of com 
tu terms ; but Government. disapproves 
the meeting. The “Blauche” War Stea 
er has been ordered to Touranga to 
in the capture of Ti-kooti,’and Commodore 
Lambert had received 
home to 





















































AMERICA AND ct 
(New York Herula.) 











Ex Gov. FF. san Minister to 


China, eft here 








Ho vill there jain his fumily, and on Saturday 
‘Will lenve for San Bra The Gover 
wor will wail for Sh at of February, 


He will then 







proceed wp the Yine-t2- 
ow. 









fully on the part of the 
his iu ith Prince Kung, at 





pletely vindicate the houor of the 
aud, if uced be, set um example thut bus loug 






effect that the Uni 
have been a very nmiable institution, aw 
allow its citizens either 

or be kicked aud enifed miscel 











Government, but will protect 
and American property 








if in our foreign intercourse. to th 
d_ States Government may 


jeously 5 but th 
country had now an administration thst wil 
not only assert the dignity and power 




















Minister Low leaves for his distant and im- 
portant mission under the most favourable aus 
ces. He hat the utinost confidence of the 







nid the Secretary of State 





to elevate 
mands in tl 
Fai 


conutry to the 








in abi- 


minuer the letter 
Mr. Low ex- 





airs of the Knst. In order to 


Low, during the summer or fall, will make a 
visit’ to all the treaty ports, and examine per- 
sonally how business is transacted. ‘The Navy 


Department hs 
paration of vessels to be organized 








already commenced the pre- 


a fleet, 


under Commodore Rodgers, for service in 





Chines» wate 
thoroughly eq) 





‘This fleet will be the most 
pped aud most formidable the 


United’ States has ever had in that pert of the 








be the In 
se, a8 has been the case. 








List OF SILK SHIPPERS. 


From 1st June 1869, to 19th March, 


Adamson, Bell and C 
Barnet and Co. 
Birley, Worthington and Co. 
W. Birt. 

Bland, J 
Blum, Brothers. 
Borneo Co. 
Borntraeger and Co. 
Bourjau, Hubener and Co... 
Bovet, Brothers and Co. 
Bower, Hanbury and Co. 
Brand, Monro and Co. 
Bradwell, Bloor and Co. 
Bull, Purdon and Co. 
Carter and Co. . 
Chapman, King and Co. 

























Fogg and Co. 
Framjee, Horniusjee and Co. 
Gunwell, F. R. 

Gibb, Livingston and Ce 
Gilman and o. 
Glover, Dow and Vo. 
Gutschow and Co. 
Heard, Augustine, and. 
Helbling and C 
Hogg, Brothers . 
Holliday, Wise and Co. 
Jardine, Matheson and Co. 
Jarvie, John, and Co. 
Meynard and ‘0... 
Milsom and Tod, 
Nachtrieb, A., and Co. 
Parseos. 

Pustau, Win, and C 
Reid and Co. 
Reiss and Co. 
Russell and C 
Kemé, Wm. and Co. 
Sassoon, David, Sons and Co. 
Sassoon and Co., E.D., 
Sayn, H. 

Scheibler, Matthai and (‘o. 
Seare. Essex and Co. 
Shaw, Brothers and Co. 
Siemssen and Uo. 
Skeggs and Co. 
Smith, Archer 
‘Textor and Co... 
‘Thorne, Brothers an 
‘Trautmann and Co. 
Westall, Brand and 























Sundries 


‘The old tubs now stationed there 
be relieved, and the new fleet will be something, 

anny feel at least more pride. 
ching stuck of foreigners 





















1870. 





Suancuat, Marcu 22, 1870. 


IMPORTS—SUNDRIES, 


‘The English Mail of the 28th January ar- 
rived on the 18th instant per Ganges. The 
China and Swconada had brought up the 
Strait Times Extra, and a portion of the Mail, 
the former having arrived on the 16th and the 
latter on the 17th instants, respectively. ‘Tele- 
ms vii Kiachta were ‘yesterday received. 
Silk quoted firm, Tea little doing, Cotton un- 
changed. That Lord Clarendon has promised 
to suspend the ratification of the China Treaty 
is named, but thers is no confirmation of the 
rumour of the death of Mr. Burlingame. 

‘The market for Imports has been rather 
gqiet holders being very firm for rates higher 
than those quoted from Tientsin. The goods 
this season appear to have arrived too soo, the 
continuance of the cold weather preventing 
dealers forwarding purchases into the interior. 
‘There is therefore a temporary glut and prices 
recede, Stocks are Tig, tod when parcels 
begin to be sent inland prices will no doubt 
rapidly warrant the firm attitude here. The 
S. 8. N. Co.'s new steamer the Shaninny 
arrived on Saturday vii the Suez Canal, hav- 
ing made the passage in 58 days from Glasgow. 
(Gt steaming.) ‘The weather is fine and sea- 
sonable, and we look forward to a satisfactory 
Import trade for the coming season. 

Grey Suinrtscs.—During the past week = 
steady busines has been done in 8].1b. goods, 
and our Jast quotations have been fully inain- 
tained. The dealers have been eager buyers, 
but few Importers will sell at present prices. 
Stocks are getting low and the feeling existe 
that ere long holders will obtain their own 
rates viz. Tls. 2.30 per piece, ordinary deli- 
very. There are few 7b. goods on offer, and 
‘an advance of le. per piece on this class hae 
been established. ‘The demand for the heavy 
makes hasbeen languid, and the market wears 
‘a drooping aspect. . 

Wunre Sumrises,—Are unchanged in va- 
Ine. Purchases to a fair extent are reported. 

T-Crorus.—Are lower, and if holders con- 
‘tinue to thrust their stocks on the yen a 

mult. 





still lower range of prices will be the rem 
About 40,000 pieces have cl hands dur- 
ing the week at reduced rates. Fine Mexican 


18x18 7lb. goods are being placed at Ts. 1.76 
a 1.80 per piece, Chop ‘Dollar bas been’ sold 
at Tis. 1.85 per piece. 

Darus.—There is no change to notice ia 
these goods. ‘The sales have been trifling and 
rates are slightly easier. 

Fasey Corroxs.—S| Shirtings, Bro- 
cades, Turkey Reds, Chintzes and Hanker- 


chiefs, have all been enquired for at former 
quotations. Little business however, has re- 
Damasks is reported 

fancies 


sulted, A sale of Dyed 
at Ts. 4.65 per piece. Other kinds of 
shew no change. 

Woottess.—Are in no better 
when we last reported. | Long Els : 
worse, and may be quo ly Bc, per piece 
lower. C.P.H. Scarlets are being offered by the 
silkmen, who accepted them in barter, at Tie. 
5.90 per piece. And a parcel of well knows 
chop assorted has been forced off a ‘Tis. 5.70 
per piece, Camlets, Lastings, Crapes and Span- 
ish Stripes remain as last quoted with a dill 
market. Figured Orleans have declined ia 
value and our quotations for them must be 
considered nominal. 

‘The following are to-day’s quotations. 
Seasteat Sraures, CPt: 

eurlet 
































480 5, 5.00 
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¥ pe. 12.5.0 to12.6.0 
12.00 12.1.0 
12.50 ,, 














» 4.00 to 42.0 
- er 300. 840 





320 |, 33.0 
42.0 5, 435 
3.60 5, 


320), 840 
39.0 ., 410 












STRAITS PRODUCE.—The markets gene- 
fally remain in the same healthy state as last 
quoted, and the demand for the river ports 
continues. 

Saran axp Saxpat Woops remain as last 

oted. Some 600 piculs of best picked San- 
‘rood reached 3.60 at Auction. 

Perrre.—Has declined in Hankow but the 

rate here is unaltered. 


BUGAR.—May be quoted a shade higher, 
especially for good common. 
METALS—Nam. Rop Inox.—Settfements 


daring the week only amount fo 10,000 ban- 
dles of small, and assorted sizes, at Tis 2.37 


‘Nomins 
4.00 », 42.0 


to 2.40 per 

The market for the lesser kinds is very 
stony, buit the large sizes, being in plentiful 
supply, are decidedly at a discount. 


Leap.—No improvement can be noted, and 
prices are nominally the same—one small 
parcel of L. B. has changed hands at 5.10 
which may be considered a good price. 


COALS.—Salos have been made, bt in up- 
important quantities, Jay i i 
Tin 436. “Sydney have changed hands ak 
quotations—prices are almost nominal. 


FREIGHTS.—The Shakespeare is full for 
London at £3.0.0 Bolivia laid on for New 
York at £3.10.0. For the coast trace there is 
am active demand, but no available tonnage. 
‘There are only 2 equare rigged vessels in 
port, 





QUOTATIONS, DUTY PAID IN 
SHANGHAI SYCEE. 


‘Tis, 74.25 equat Mex. $100. 


Gnex Surumxos— 
‘Tbe. 
8.4 to 8. 
9 to 9.12 Ibe 


‘Warre Suretixes— 








Anenrcax Darts, 40 yds. yy 
Aupricax Jeays, 30 yds.. 

















AusnicaxSneerines0yds , 345, 38.5 
Exsoxten Darzs, 40 yds... , 3.5.0, 3.6.0 
Doren Durzis, 40 yds...» 340,, 34.7 
Hanpeencurers, Blue...P doz. 0.5.5 ,, 0.65 

‘Brown » 0435, 048 
‘Warre FrovexnSurerises pe. 2.3.5 ,, 24.0 
~ Dyed 97 8.005, 3.10 





Ppe. 2.3.0 5. 
» 820 









Tonner Bups, 24 yds. 
Vatvsrs— 
Blick, 22 in, 
Blue, 22 in.. 
VexverEsxs— 
Black, 18 in. 
26 in. 
Drsrrtss, 12 yds. 37 in. 
‘Musume, 12 yds. 42 in. 
Cancezrs, English— 








Pee. os 
Marr ear st 

10.0.0 ,, 105.0 
Srawisn Starrzs "yd. 0.5.0 5, 05.5 
‘Muprom Broap ann Hapit 












Crorn » 09.0, 16.0 
Loxe Eus— 
Scarlet, 24 yds. HH.......ppe. 6.0.5 to .. 
» OPH vn 600, 
Assorted, HH $7.0 ;, 68.0 
» CCPH 58.0 ,, 59.5 
Lastixas, 30 ys. 1 i 10.00 ;, 11.0.0 
‘Craps Lastixos, 30 yds. 5004, 80.0 



















Crars Lustaes, » 875, 25 
cd, 90 yd, Ppe. 340, 3.80 
Figured, 30 - 4.0 wy 
Pisin, 30 9. 330% 375 
Tnox— 


Nail Rod small sizes .. 
Fair to good assortments, 


25.0 
24.0 





Cochin China 
Singapore 


Banjermassing 
Sarax Woor— 





Lpel. ppl. 28.0 ,, 
a a 


Bpl W72Z5 ,, 18.0.0 
» 25.0.0 25.0.0 








ox 
‘Arracan and Rangoon 


pl 
‘Siam, Cargo 







Brown, Hainan 
Formosa & Amoy 






Swatow 
33.9, 3.4.0 
3.2.0 4, 3.0.0 
4.0.0, 43.0 
5.0.0, 5.10 


7.00 , 75.0 


Coars—Cargo quotations afloat. 
Cardi ton, 6.5.5 to 6.7.6 








OPIUM.—Malwa.—Having received: an- 
other heavy supply of this description per 
mail steamer on the 18th instant, and thenews 
from Tientsin and the North not being so good 
48 attticipated, rates heré have given Way, an’ 
our market is now very dull. I quote the price 
from Tis. 486 to 488 per picul, 

"Patna.—Continuet dull, and with absence 
of any demand beyond that for local consump- 
tion. New drugis lower. I quote it to-day 
‘Tis. 401, and old Patna Tis, 412 per chest. 








EXPORTS. 


TEA —There has been very Title doing 
Tex during «post week.: In Black there 
have been no settlements and only 630 cheste 
ipped on native account, leaving about 

chests in Stock. Hh Jonving| * 7 
Gueex Tza.—Has been settled'to the ex: 
tent of 5,0004-chests at Tis 21 a 38.50, showing 
very full rates for medium to Teois. 
Stocks are estimated at 5,4004-chests Fychow, 
and Moyune, and about 3,500 4-chesta Shang’ 
hai packed, but many of the chope shown’as 
country Teas are mixed with Japan leaf. 
There are no Pingsueys remaining. 


SILK.—Enquiry for silk has continued on 
fair scale since our report of 15th Inist., and 
some 300 a 400 Bales have been settled : the 
demand has chiefly run on Haining silks No. 2 
and under: T. 5000505 being quoted for 
No. 2 Fatmow : other silks such as Re-reels, 
Szectmena etc., have also found buyers, but 
transactions in Tsatlees have been restricted 
owingtothe short stock : there are no ‘‘chops”” 
left on offer. Some 100 a 150 Bales have again 
been bartered for Woollens, 

Unsold stock is reported 3/400 Bales and it 
in not expected that more than 7/800 Bales 
will reach us before the new season, 











EXCHANGE.—Very little business has 
eon done for the Fronch mail Private bills 
were sold at 6s. 4d. a 6s. {d.and Bankbilla are 
offered at 5s. 113d. without much buying, and 
ha rain of 6 slings ig looked fr, ‘ 

fongkong drafta sold at 253, Rupees, no- 
thing doing, Dollars firmer at 74.25, 
a 
ji months’ sight 5s. 
Credits, 4, han 
Documentary and other 
Bills, 6 months’ eight 68. Ofd. 

On Parie— 

Bank, 6 months’ sigh 

Docty., 

Bank Bile, Says ight. 
e, 3 days’ sight... 

‘On ‘Bosbay 
Bank Bills, 3 days’ sight... 

‘On Hongkong — 

Bank Bills, 3 days’ sigh 
Private, 15 days’ sight 
.. BULuoN. 
Gon Bans.—Pékin, 98 touch, Tle. 166.50 per 
B. w a Se bc ‘Tacls, per 100 
jan Sinver.—I11. oy 
asl Canton weights ie 

Mrxicax Doutans.—74.95 ; Canouvs.—76.10. 
Correr Casi.—1,540 per Tael. 








254 ¥ cent. discount. 
26 














To Merchants and Shippers. 


LINDSEY’S TRUSSES, - 


Manufactured expressly for the India and 

China markets, to resist the effects of Climate, 

&c. of first rate quality and workmanship, 

May be obtained through any London House, 

‘or direct from the Maker wholesale at the 

following prices. 

Plain Trusses from 14s. per doz. 

»» double 208. ,, i 

Gay & Co. expired patent) 21s. double 
oz. 











Soon 








MocMain Trusses genuine 1088, double 216s. 
per doz. 

Eve description of English and 
Foreiga, wholesale and for Export Drioed List 
Pom ddresa in fll 

MARK JOHN LINDSEY, 
32, Ludgate Hill, London, x.c, 


See 33 15th March, 1870. 
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